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Hon. Frank Wilson: I have had advice
on it, and I say it is so.

.Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member for
Perth is making a statement and not a
personal explanation.

Mr. Dwyer :Well my statement is true.
Hon. Frank Wilson; So is wine.
Hon. J. Mitchell: The hon. member for

Perth is absolutely Wrong.
Hon. Frank Wilson: His law is bad;

that is the only thing.
Mr. IDwyer: Your law and facts are

both wrong.
Question put and a division taken with

the following result:
Ayes .. . .12

Noes .. . .25

Majority against .. 13
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Question thus negatived.

Homse adjourned at 11-17 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER S PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Works : Plans

showing the routes of the proposed rail-
ways from Nyabing to Pingrup, Kukerin
to Lake Grace, and Busselton to Mar-
garet River.

Bly the Minister for Lands: 1, Addi-
tional Uniform By-laws under the Roads
Act, 1911. 2, Building By-laws of the
Municipality of Perth under the Municipal
Corporations Act. 1906.

QUESTION - SPECIAL SCHOLAR-
SITIllS FOR COUNfTRY SCHOOLS.

Yr. I-. B3. JOHNSTON asked the Mini-
ster for Agnriculture: Is it the intention
of filie Government to give children at-
tendling couilrYi. schools an opportunity of
winning special scholarships, to cover a
complete educational course ait the Narro-
g in Agricultural School and the Perth
University?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TVIW repiliced: The Department of Agri-
cultunre has been in communication with
the Education Department on tlie mat-
ter of granting scholarships tenable at the
Narrogin.Agricultural School.

QUEST I ON-AGR ICULTURAL BANK,
PROPERTiES FOR SALE.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Mini-
ster for Agriculture: 1, Is lie aware that
in advertisements of properties for sale
by thle Agrictil tral Bank only the a ur-
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hers of tile blocks are quoted, and that
consequently prospective buyers are often
unable to identify the farms. 2, With a
view to giving proper publicity to the sale
of the said properties, wvilI lie have the
name of the mortgagor quoted in such ad-
vertisemients in future? 3, If not, why
not I

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE, replied: 1., Yes. The name has
not appeared out of consideration for the
lessee, whose failure it has not been con-
sidlered necessary or advisable to adver-
tise. 2, No. The location and lease num-
bers, which correspond to the plans, afford
(iec best means of identification of the
Land(. 3, Answered by No. 1.

BILL-REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS,
DEATHS. AND MARRIAGES ACT
A"MEN OMEN T.

Received from the Legislative Council
and read a first time.

BILLS-THIRD READING.
1. Rights in Water and Irrigation.
2. Bills of Sale Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Legislative Council.

B1L!,-SUPPIjY (TEMPORARY AD-
VANCES), £230,830.

Standing Orders Suspension.

Th'le PREMXIER (Hon. J. Scaddivi-
I3rownhill-Ivnnhou) [4.40] moved-

'That so mnuch of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable
resolutions from the Cornmitlees, of Sup-
plyi and Ways and Means to be reported
and adopted onl the some day on which
they shall have passed those Commit-
tees, anl also to admit of lte passing of
a Supply Bill through all ifs stages in
one day.
Question passed.

in; Committee of Supply.
'rue House having resolved into Commit-

tee of Supply, Mr. Male in the Chair,
The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan)

moved-
That there be granted to Hlis Majesty

for the temporary advances to' he made
Lq/ the Colonial Treasurer a sum not ex-
exceeding E230,830.

I may explain that the schedule of the
Bill, which has already been distributed,
shows the direction in which the money is
to he advanced in the various departments.
It is the usual custom, before drawing-
amounts from the public account, to get
the appropriation of Parliament for the
purpose. These advances are recouped
at the end of the financial year, which no
doubt the leader of the Opposition will
aplpreciate. It is merely a matter of
authiorising the drawing out of the money
f rom the public accounts, for advances for
the Particular purposes set out in the
schedule.

Hlt. FRANK WilSON: I am not
rising to offer any opposition to the
granting of the supply. I did not quite
catch what the Premier said in regard
to the expenditure of the money, or per-
Ialls I did not grasp his meaning. This
money has, of course, to be expended but
charged tip against-

,The Premier: It is not expended in
the true sense of the word.

Ron. FRANK WILSON: It has to be
expended lint charged uip aganinst the
Suippuy % Bill, which the Premier may ulti-
mately receive. The amount set down
for thne Fremnantle hlarbour works, the ex-
penditure advanced, these must all be
money expeinded but charged up against
[lhe Estimates.

The PREMIER: It is in a sense, but
actuallyi the object is to allow the Trea-
surer to draw from the public account
this amiount of money and place it to the
credit of the various departments or
the various separate accounts which are
operated onl by the departmlents. As the
money is withdrawn from that account
the Treasurer recoups it, anid then charges
up the amounts tinder the various items
in the annual Estimates, or, as in this
case. tinder the Supply. It is not ex-

pniture, but merely amounts which are
charged uip to various departments and
which are recouped from time to time
tinder approp~riations granted under a
Supply Bill.

Qnestion put and passed; Resolution
reporte] and the report adopted.

735



730 [ASSEMBILY.]

Supplyi Bill introduced, etc.

Resolution in Committee of W,\ays and
Mleans having -been passed, a Supply Bill
was brought in providing for the ex-
penditure of £230,830 out of the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund.

Bill passed through its remaining
stages and transmitted to the Legislative
Council.

.BITL-NYA BING-PINOBUP RAIL-
WAY.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson-Ouildford) [4.53] in
moving the second reading said: The first
railway Bill I have to deal with to-day
is that for the proposed extension from
Nvabing to Pingrup. This extension re-
presents a further 211/ miles from Nyab-
ing, the Nyabing line itself being an ex-
tension from the Great Southern line,
with which it junctions at Kattanning.
It is only a matter of some months since
the Nyabing line was opened to traffic,'
and there has been a great deal of de-
velopmnent in the vicinity of Nyabing as a
result of the opening of that extension.
Further, a good deal of settlement has
taken place even beyond the extension
which the Rouse is now being asked to
pass. The distance, as I hare said,' is
only 211/._ mniles, and the section is one
that lends itself to economical construc-
tion. Moreover, the extension will serve
an area now being cultivated, and of
course will in its turn encourage other
settlers to go still further out. Ultimately,
therefore. yet another extension of the
railway will be necessitated. It is calcu-
lated that the area to be served by the
extension now proposed, taking of course
the 121/ miles limit, is 300,000 acres, 70
per cent, of which is first class land, 10
per cent, second class, and 20 per cent.
third class. The area tinder crop A the
present ime in the district is something
over 4,100 acres, and it is estimated that
with the land fallowed, wkhich runs into
in acreage of 4,520, and with other land
cleared which will be cropped next year,

there will be a total acreage uinder crop of
6,9045 next season. The rainfall in the
district is good, both from a wheat grow-
ing and fromn a stock raising point of
viewv, since it averages 14 inches. I may
say that 1 had the pleasure of visiting
the locality some few months ago, when
I was met somewhere near the termuinus
of this proposed line by a large number
of settlers. I calculate that there was a
gathering of fully 150 people, and it will
be interesting to the House to know that
out of these 150 souls only two were
Australian born. All the others were
immigrants who had been in ibis State
only a limited time. And the same posi-
tion obtains not only' in connection ith
the area to he served by this extension,
but also further out. I had the pleasure
of journeying 20 miles further onl to a
place called Needilup, which is out from
the present terminus of the Tambellup-
Ongerup line. There I was again met by
a large gathering of settlers, among whom
there was only one Australian. All the
others in that assemblage, numbering over
100, were newceomers. I mention this to
the House with a view of showing that
after all ire are getting the right class of
immigrants in this State. There we have
in that part of our State, tile furthermost
outpost from an agricultural point of
view, two settlements consisting of practi-
cally 100 per cent. of niewcomers-clear
evidence that the immigrants arc not
afraid to go out into the new couuitry and
take up.L the task of development side by
side with those born in Australia, who,
of course, Arc more used to the work.

ilr. FE. B. Johnston:. How about the
extension to Needilup?

The MNISTER FOR WORKS: That
will come in due course. There is no,
doubt that the railway must he extended
from Ongerup to Needilup, and that
,within a reasonable time; but the Bills
that we now have before Parliament are
quite suifficient to keep us, or any Gov-
ernment which may come into power
after the next general election,. fully
occupied for some litle time at Hll events.
Therefore, there is no need for us to
look out for other propositions at the
present juncture. Still, it is as well to
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get it onl record that the Government
recognise the development which has
taken place in and around Needilup, and
appreciate tine fact that railway exten-
sion from Ongerup will be required in
dine course.

Holl. Frank Wilson: How far is this
from Katanning, and what is the total
distance with the cxtension9

The INSTER FOR WORKS I
suppose the distance, roughly speaking,
would be from 45 to 50 miles. That is,
the total distance from Katanning.
Nyahing, I think, is some 30 miles from
Kattanning, and this proposed extension
represents another 21 miles. The distance
from. Perthi-if the hall. gentleman can
calculate it to the commencement, that is
to say to Nyabing--is 263 miles. If lie
knows the distance from Katanning hie
will he able to get the correct figure. I
may say, however, that I travelled
the distance, and that, so far as my
memory serves me, the mileages I have
guoted are about right. It is calculated
that this extension will cost about £1,898
per mile, a total of f41,000, made up of
£28,000 for construction, and £.13,000 for
rails and fastenings. I do not think I
can give the House any further informa-
tion: as a matter of fact it is largely a
repetition of the data which was given
when the Survey' Bill was approved of.
but I want agai n to say that this is a
good1 area, it is settled by' a good class
of people. that they are all enthusiastic,
and it is now essential that there should
be railway communication to enable it
to l)e lrolperl 'y developed. There is some
lake country' betw-een Nv' abing and Pinl-
griip which makes it extremely diffilt
to p~ermit of carting by road. While this
lake land is difficult to negotiate with
teams, it is not of sufficient area to de-
preciate the value of the country. The
area, is yen' limited, that is, the low-lying
lake land, and all around the lakes the
soil is good indeed, and it has all been
selected by people who are residing on

terhlings. The prospects of the early
construction of the railway line will,
without doubt, he the means of the whole
of the surrounding country being taken
up. I commend the measure to the House

for its favourable consideration, and I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)

[5.4] : I am glad to see that the Govern-
ment are getting a move on once more,
and that after three years of office they
are appreciating the fact that they have
not, on their own initiative, done much
in the way of railway construction.

Mr. Lander: You have a bad memory.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Unfortun-

ately this line is only to be 21%2 miles long.
Stail, it is a step in the right direction,
and I congratulate the Government on
having the energy at the eleventh hour
to submit this amongst other measures to
the House for its consideration. I hope
the railwvay will he constructed quickly in
order that the settlers, wvhom the Minister
has been eulogising, may have the benefit
of railway transit. It is refreshing to
hear the words of commendation from
the Minister with regard to the new-
comers to our State, and we on this side
of the House may be pardoned if we
take some little credit for having intro-
duced those settlers, who have so often
been referred to contemptuously by some
members us "pommies."

The Premier: That term originated in
St. George's-terrace.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Oh, no.
"Speculative Farmer," I daresay did, hut
I think the term "pommy" originated in
the Trades Hall, and it has been referred
to ever since by the Trades Hall people.
I was pointing out that it was refreshing
to know from the Minister for Works that
these people meet with his approbation.
The credit for their introduction to the
State belongs to the previous Administra-
tion.

The Minister for Works: Oh. ring off.
Hon. FRANK. WILSON: The Minis-

ter does not like to have these points
driven home, but it is necessary that
someone should point out that the Go"-
erment have been on the wrong track.
I repeat that we hlave introduced to the
State a very' good class of settlers, people
who will be able to hold their own with
the older settlers of Western Australia
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after they have had some experience, and
after they have paid for that experience
as all have to do. These are the people
to whoml we want to give railway facili-
ties, and to treat wvell in order that they
may be successful. I an glad on that
account that this small Bill has been
introduced. I hope that the result of
exvtending this line 20 odd miles will prove
a benefit and that a great increase in cut-
tivat ion will result. The Minister has
promised us that this will be so, and the
only question then is as to whether the
route which has been decided upon by
the surveyors is the correct one. 1 am
prepared to admit that I have heard no
complaints from thle people, and I pre-
suime, therefore, that there is 11o oppo-
sition t~o the route chosen.

lr. Lander: We cannot put a railway
onl wheels and run it to every man's
block.

Hon. PRANK WILSON: The Minis-
ter for Works is an adept at that sort
of thing. A year or two ago there were
several railways wheeled about the coun-
try in order to serve members' blocks.

The Premier: When you were in office.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: It wvas after

we left alfice. We proved that the Gov-
ernment were wrong in wheeling routes,
as the member for East Perth terms it,
fromt tile right place so as to serve some-
one else. In this ease there have been no
c-omplaints, and I am ready to admit,
that as there has been no outcry, the
roul e which Ias been, decided upon will
suit the majority of the settlers.

The Premier: We never hear anl out-
cry against our surveys.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What about
the weary hours taken tip by deputations
and deba tes; ask the member for York.

The Premier: The unspeakable Scot.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The only

further remark I have to make in con-
nection with the Bill is that I hope the
Minister will, in his wisdom, decide to
have the work done by contract-

The Minister for Works: I am not
going to rob the State.

Hon. FRANKE WILSON: Instead of
squandering public money and turning out
a bad work.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth) [5.9] : *1
ami going- to support the construction )f
this railway. The only thing I regret
is that the Minister has not deemed it
advisable to carry the construction a fur-
thter 20 miles. He has told us that there
is good land all round there, and he
might just as wvell have decided on build-
ing the line some distance further. In
any ease, a survey might be made so
that in tending settlers noa' know wvhere
to take up land, and there is not the
least doubt that it would all be taken
ulp quickly. While the Agricultural
Bank is advancing money we are not
helping the people who have settled on
tlii, ag-rienltni-al areas to a sufficient ex-
tent, arid thec only way in which we canl
do fthat is to rn railways out to them
as quickly as possible. 1. would like to
see thle Government take this matter in
hand, and leave some commitments for
the next Government. Western Australia
haes not done enough in the wvay of rail-
way' construction, and the lack of these
facilities is keeping the country back.
Go- out amongst the farmers and see
what a hard struggle they are having.
It is practically imp~ossible for a man
to live onl a wheat area unless he is giveni
ralway facilities. Many districts in the
State have been neglected. The district
rep~resented by- the member for Sussex
(Hon. Frank Wilson) has beeni neglected]
for years, and if it had been looked after
as it should have been, there would
be there to-day' a big p)opulationl. We
have a beautiful harbour at Albany, and
the country around it has been neglected.
I would l ike to see this Government be-
fore they go out--

Memabers : Hear, hear.

Mr, LANDER: It is said that the Gov-
erment will go out, but I know they- wil
not. I would like to see them take these
mailers in hand. What we want to do is
to connlect uip the spur lines, to lik up
with the Raveusthorpe railway, and conl-
nect Big Brook with Denmark. We
would then attract the right sort of peo-
tile whom we want very badly in thle
State at the pre~sent time. There is a
land hunger just now.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order. The lioin.
member must discuss the Bill.

Mr. LANDER: There are people who
arc 20 miles away from a railway, and
it is impossible for them to exist. I
wouild like to hear the Minister say before
the Bill goes through that hie will author-
ise a survey to be carried out a distance
of 20 miles beyond the present proposed
termin us.

Mir. GEORGE (IMurray-Wellington)
[5.12] : 1 merely desire to emphasise my
nsual remarks in regard to railway con-
struction, namely, that in connection with
all these railway Bills the Goverinment
will submit a measure which will give
themn the power to properly equip all the
lproposed lines with rolling stock. The
great mistake which has been made ever
since the inception of railwvay construe-
lion has been the neglect to provide addi-
tional rolling stock.

.gThe Prem ier: That is a fair charge
against every Government except the
present one.

Mri. GEiORGE: The result has been
that a duty has been thrown on the rail-
way authorities which has been unfair
to themi, and has added to the cost of
running the railways, and caused incon-
venience to the community. I wish to im-
p)ress upon the practical member of the
Government, the Minister for Work,
that, while hie is carrying out these rail-
way proposals, it will not be out of place,
aid it will certainly be to the benefil -of
the country and the railway' service, to
adequately equip all the new lines. Every
additional 50 mniles constructed means
that more tune is taken in working the
rolling stock from the central depot. For
instance, take the line from Kalgoorlie
to Laverton. To work a truck from Fro-
mantle to Laverton and hack again will
take anything from 8 to 10 or 12 days,
and unless additional stock is provided
when these new railways are opened de-
lays and inconveniences are bound to
follow while the cost to the department
will be increased. The Minister has told
us that desirable settlers have flocked to
this district. There will, therefore, be*
a large amount of traffic to be carried,

*and we should take care to have suifficient
rolling stock to deal with it. It is not
necessary to say more beyond the fact
that I am a great believer in railway
extensions, provided they arc carried out
with prudence and] on a proper standard.
I do not 1like these 8 x 4 sleepers. They
will not hold the dlogs, and they mean
anl extra amo0unt for maintenance. More-
over, we cannot run the speed on them.
I would like to see 9 x 4Y2 sleepers put
down, for even if the initial cost be a
little higher, we would then save a tre-
mendous lot in maintenance.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) [5.16): 1 am glad the Gov-
ernment are, by this extension, doing
some justice to the district east of Ratan-
ning. It is a good district with good
land, good rainfall and good settlers. The
Government are showing their wisdom in
undertaking so much railway construc-
tion in the Great Southern districts. On
the Notice Paper we find six railways
projected by the Government, four of
them being in the Greitt Southern dis-
trict.' The Government are doing right
in developing the Great Southern, where,
1 am convinced we will have a much larger
population in a few years time than the
whole State carries to-day. I feel that
the Labour Government are showing t'mat
they 'understand the requirements of the
country when they decide to do this jus-
tice to the Great Southern district. The
only chance the settlers there have is in
the early building of -railways. I hope
the Government will build this railway
very qiuckly. and I hope, too, they will
build it depart men tally, and not by con-
tract as suggested by the leader of the
Opposition. From the opinions I have-
had from Government engineers and pro-
fessional men who are entitled to speak
on the subject, I am convinced that the'
-railways being built to-day by day labour
are the very best ever built in the State
for the money. I look to the Government
not to take anly notice of the suggestion
that they should build railways by con-
tract. The Minister for Works referred
to the people at Needilup, situated 25
miles beyond Onierup.; 1 was pleased to
hear the Minister say he intended to ex-
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tend the Tembellup-Ongerup railway to
Needilup.

.The Minister for Works: I said the
Government recognise that it must he ex-
tended some day.

Air. E. B. JOHNSTON: The sooner
they give effect to that recognition by
the introduction of the necessary Bill,
and the construction of the railway, the
better. There are several other necessary
railways which I might suggest if it were
not out of order to do so on this measure.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)
[5.18]: 1 am pleased to see these rail-
-way Bills introduced by the Minister. It
is cheering to know that no objections
have been raised to the routes determined
upon.

The Minister for Works: Not a word
of protest. The only objection raised
was that we were stopping about a mite
and a. half from a main road. We have
now rectified that.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Notwithstand-
ing that the people know where the rail-
ways are to go, they have not raised any
objection, and this relieves the House of
considerable responsibility. I hope the
Minister will see to it that these lines are
not kept too far apart. Some years ago
we had a Royal Commission which dealt
with the question of immigration. That
Commission recommeaded that the agri-
cultural railwvays should he not mnore than
30 miles apart. It has since been found
that 30 miles is too great a distance. I
believe that 20 miles is quite sufficient.
Apart altogether from the recommenda-
tion of that commission, there has been
a development duiring thle last two or three
years which alters the system of railway
designingz altogether. In the old days
the rail ways used to be deviated
with a viewv to serving stretches of good
land,' but oow the whole country is being
cleared and improved, and land that was
regardedI as useless when the first agrTi-
cultural railways were laid down is now
proving to be very useful indeed. The
lightest land is being brought under cul-
tivation and hundreds of thousands of
acres of sandplain is under crop. This
new development alters the conditions of
railway designing entirely, for the rail-

ways can be run as nearly direct as pos-
sible between point and point, and there
is no need to deviate to the good land, as
was done in the earlier days. It is a
point the Minister should not lose sight
of. Quite recently I met a man who has
some of the best land in his district, and
he told me that his neighbour, situated on
very light land, was getting crops as
goad as his own. Another settler in-
formed me that whereas his land cost him
from 14s. to 16s. an acre to clear, his
brother, who had selected land so light
that it could be cleared for Is. an acre,
was getting crops equal. to his own. In
view of instances like these there is no
longer any need to deviate the railways,
and they can be taken straight ahead.
The Minister is absolutely wrong in stick-
ing to the day labour system, which is
far more costly thian the contract syvstem.
as the figures prove.

The Minister for Works: They do
not prove anything of the sort.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: I am not going
to discuss the matter at any great length,
because I have previously shown from
the figures published by the Minister's
department that the day labour work is
more costly Ihan that done under con-
tract.

The Minister for Works: No, you are
wrong.

Hon. J. M ITCHELL: Just to take
the actual cost of having downi a line.
On the Quairading line the Minister spent
£2,000 a mile, as against £C1,426 prev-
iously spent. We should endeavouir to
get the lines laid down at a reasonable
cost. I know the Minister will tell us
that his lines are very inuch bet ter than
(lie lines laid down before hie came into
office.

The 'Minister for 'Works:. The Com-
missioner of Railways says they are.

Hon. J1. M-ITCHELL: The Commis-
sioner of Railways, in his report for
1q13, says, "I have still to complain of
the way in which railways are con-
structed." The same weight of rails is
being laid by the Minister as was laid
hefore, namely, 4dlbs., and the sleepers
are of the same size. The grades are no
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better than they were before, and tile
lballasting is of sanid.

The Minister for Works: Butl the lines
are ballasted nowv; they were not before.
There is a certain class of sand ballast
which is just as good as metal.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Oh, no. At
say rate, we have the same materials as
we had before.

The Minister for Works: Bilt, go on.
there are the increased sidings, increased
equipment, ramps, stations and so on.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I do not know
about the stations.

The Minister for Works: Ask the mem-
ber for Geraldton.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Oh, the Ajana
line cost £E3,000 a mile. We cannot afford
to spend] £3.000 a mile onl these lines. At
any rate, what we require is a big mile-
age of railways reasonably well laid. I
know the Commissioner of Railways, who-
ever lie may, be, keeps onl complaining-
Until lie gets what hie wants. The Min-
ister's engineers put down the line, and
the Minister says to the Commissioner,
"There you are, wre have constructed the
line, and it is fit for traffic." He hands
it over to the Commissioner, who writes
hack and says. "I am not satisfied, I want
a sum of money to put the line iii propier
order." If these lines 'were laid down by
the engineers of the Railway Department
it would get over that difficulty. It would
be wise to let the Railway Department
build the lines, for we wvould thus be
saved the criticism of that department.
The Minister should build some lines by
day labour and sonmc by contract. We
did that in our time, and the Minister
will admit that the introduction of day
labour mixed with contract had a wonder-
ful result on the prices paid.

The Minister for Works: It did not.
As a matter of fact, we had to finish by
day labour some of the lines which you
let by contract.

Honl. J. MITCHELL: Railways were
put down by the late Government more
cheaply than ever before or since.

Air. B. J. Stubbs: Cheap and nasty.
Hon. J. Mt LTCHELL: It is so easy

for nasty people to say that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! This dis-
cussion has got entirely beyond the scope
of the Bill. Not only now, but for some
time past I have allowed latitude because
I per~mted it in the first instance, and
consequently did not want to prevent one
member from having the same latitude as
enjoyed by another. But the discussion
now is directed to the general administra-
tion of railways, and the equipment of
railways, and is even enlarged to embrace
the subiject of day l abour versus contract.
None of these subjects are subjects for
discussion in a debate of this nature. I
dto not. wish to emnbarrass the hon. member,
but I hope hie will confine himself to the
Bill.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Mlay not I dis-
cuss the method of construction I

Mr. SPEAR ER: This Bill provides
for the costrmnction of a railway from one
point to another, and the question is
whether it shall be constructed or not.

I-on. J.' MITCHELL: The cost of eon-
struction is all important.

ir. SPEAKER : Certainly, as an argu-
mient against the building of the rail-
wvay.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I should assur-
edly disappr-ove of the Bill if time cost
of thme line wvere unreasonable. I do not
wvish to transgress the rules of debate,
but this is the only opportunity we shall
have to discuss the method under which
this line will be constructed. Mly concern
is not in regard to the route of the rail-
way, because it has been settled; my de-
sire is that as many miles of railway as
possible shall be laid. It is important
that these lines should be cheaply laid,
and the Mdinister knows that when thme
work call he done more cheaply under
the contract system than by day lab-
our-

The Minister for Works: The figuires
prove that you are robbing the taxpayer
by the contract system.

Hon. J1. MIUTCHELL: Did 11
The Minister for 'Works: Past Govern-

ments have.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: No, the present

Minister has. At any rate I am entitled
to express my opinion.
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The Minister for Works: You should
have some respect for accuracy, you
know.

HRon. J. AlITCHEIl: The Minister
has never proved My figures to be any-
thing but right.

The Minister for Works: But the en-
gineers have proved thenm to be absolutely
iaeorrect. it is in Hansard.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 'Nothing of the
sort.

The 'Minister for Works: Only last sea
Sin we gave You the figures.

1Iou. J. MITCHELL: Lu connection
with the construction of this line, we
should be guided by past experience of
-railway buiilding. it would be futile to
endeavouir to convince the Mlinister.' bitt
I' merely wish to suggest the best means
of laying down the several lines now be-
fore us. I regret that the hon. muember
for Katauning (Mr. 0L. E. Piesse) is too
ill to be present, as hie would have been
delighted to congratulate the Minister on
the introduction of this B1ill. The set-
tiers in this district, as wvell as those
in various other districts, are deserving-
of railway comnmunication as soon as the
Minister can provide it. It is a great
pity that we cannot build lines ahead of
settlement. At any time during the last
20 years it would have been too late to
attemipt this. However, I hope that this
line will be speedily constructed. I do
not think there is aniy need to repeat this
discussion on each of the railway Bills
to be considered, bitt "I hope that every'
district justifying a railway will receive
consideration. The Minister has niot pro-
duced the usual figures, or a rel)ort bty
any 'Giovernment official bearing on this
proposal.

The MAinister for Works: I gave the
figures.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, figures re-
lating to I he land,: but I would have
liked a report by Mir. Sutton or some ex-
pert in wheat growing. The Minister's,
custom is to visit a district, and after
spending a few hours, determine whether
a railway is justified or niot. I am so
pleased at the introduction of these Bills
to serve this Eastern whe at helt, that I
do not feel inclined to criticise the Minis-

ter. I would rather congratulate him on
the work lie proposes to do.

Mr. ELLIOTT (Geraldton) [6.35] : I
should like to join ivith the bon. member
for Northern int congratulating the Gov-
ernmnt on hnavin !g introduced this Bill.
T here is no way in which we can invest
borrowed funds better than by extending
oair railways in the eastern and northern
districts. The hon. inember for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. &1 B. Johnston) expressed
his elation that foot' out of six railways
Proposed are to be built in the Great
Souitern district which he represents.
This is a matter for regret from the point
of view of members who represent districts
more to the north, and I wvould like to see
a helter distribution of expenditure. The
time is almost imminent when a line
should be constructed from Vuna to Mimi-
lewa, but as we have lte promise of the

ister for W\orks to expecnd a large
aut o n omtr harbour wvorks, wye Shall have
to reg-ard that as otir share of tlte current
Estimates;. I, too, would like fuller in-
formnal iot in regard to this railway. The
Minister stated rather baldly that the dis-
trict has a 14-inch rainfall. This is ex-

eellektt. bitt lie has niot told LIS how these
figures were arrived at, or what period
of y ears the averag0e represents. Tltis is
An t)UPOrtnt point, and. one which shrould
reeive consideration in thie absence of any
report1 front1 Mr1. Sutton, the wheat ex-
1Pert. 'CTe hotn. member for Northamn
(Iloit. .1. \hitcliell) has been greatly criti-
cised for haviug-, while Minister for Lands,
extended settlenmetnt too far into the dry
areas. This criticismi was not justified,
nd~ I wvouild like to pofit out that the
present Oovernrnent are jpuhig settle-
nieut out even fort her.

Cthe Minister for W"Iorks: No.

Mr. E. B. Johnstoni: They are building
railways to the settlers already there.

Mr. EfLIOTT:- I have consulted
the p~lan, and have fotutnd that the Govern-
tlent- are pushing oitt 20 miles almost due
east heyond the previous Government, and
as is well known, the further east one goes

lie titfliter becomies the rainfall,

'Cie I mister for Works: We are a
long way South.
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Mir. ELLIOTT: I hope the Minister
when replying ill give us his authority
for stating that this district has a rain-
fall of 14 inches. He should tell us what
period of years it represents, and in what
months it falls. New-corn to the State
arc going to the outposts of settlement
and are taking their places in the develop-
ment of this great land. This forms a
complete answer to any supporters of the
Gjovernment who deplore and oppose the
immigration policy. I do niot care whe-
ther immigrants are introduced by a Lib-
enid or a Labour Government; it is a mat-
ter for satisfCation that we have the right
men who are taking their places with the
old West Australians. When the Ajana
railway was constructed, it was stated
tlint the whole of that area wit taken uip
by immigraats-"pomnies" as they were
called: and this was used as anl argu-
mient that the land was of no value, It
was said t hat the Government induced
these men, without knowledge or experi-
ence, to settle in this Country; butl since
the construction of the line, the district
has been developed splendidly. The
lion. member for Murray-Wellington men-
liojied the matter of equipment. I am not
a. railway expert, but I wrish to add my
testinmn to the excellence of some of the
lilies which the Labour Government have
lately equipped. I travelled with the Ali-
isler from Goomnalling over the Wongan
llills-Mnllewn line, a distance of about
200 miles, which railwvay was constructed
bli day labour. In cost it is not to be
,onipared with sonic of the lines to wnhich
thie lion. member for Northamn alluded, but
t his railway has been wvell built, and I
have not travelled over a railway in this
State equijpped so thoroughly as this. The
Government have kept in viewy the fact
that tine line will carry anr immense
quantity of wheat, aind every station is
provided] with a long rmlnI and every
necessary facility. A wheat bnyer re-
ferring to the equipment of this line, said
if was everything that could be desired.

Mr. George: I referred to the trucks
and locomotives.

M~r. ELLIOTT: As I am riot an expert
I would not venture an opinion with re-
~zard to them. I do not think I need add

anything except my congratulations to
the Government. When they came into
power a numuber of lines initiated by the
previous Administration, bad to he con-
striluted and equipped before any new
wvorks could be undertaken; hut now the
time for new works has come. I am
pleased that the Government realise the
wisdom of constructing more railways in
this State, and 1 hope that shortly the
Minister will introduce a Bill for the
Yuna-Mutllewa connection.

The MINISTER FORl WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson-fl uildl'ord-in reply)
[5.43] : The discussion on this railway
proposal has been very wide indeed. Evi-
dently hon. members have taken the op-
portunity to speak onl the first of these
railway ills and will avoid any discus-
sion in the olhers.

Air. George: You are sang-une.
The MlINISTER FOR WVORKS: The

lion. member for East Perth (Mr. Lander)
questioned ivhether it was wvise to limit
the length of this railway to 211 miles,
and asked why we did niot propose to
push it onl to serve the settlers further
out. For the information of the lion.
mniiber, we are taking it out as far as is
necessary to serve the existing settlement,
and (fhe Governmeint are reserving, the
areas beyond from settlement until we canl
give a guarantee that within a reasonable
time we shall be ableo to provide water
supplies and other facilities to those who
may tanke uip this land. The lion, gentle-
man knows i-cry well that we have had at
considerable amount of suffering and hard-
ship in Western Australia, as a result of
put tinlg people out on the land long be-
fore it was at all possible to give them
railway facilities. Consequently, wve ares
in this position, that we are buifling lines
to-day* to areas upon wyhich a considerable
amount of money has been spent out of
the pockets of the individuals, subsidised
by money from the Agriculitural Bank,
and because it has been impossible for
these people in the past to market their
produce the 'y have lost their own money,
there is a big risk of their losing the money
of the Agricultural Bank, and just at the
time that the railway is going out to them,
they have to leave their holdings and take
tip some wvork in the city or elsewhere.
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The error which has been made is that we
have sent these people out too far ahead
of railway communication. The result
has been that some of these people have
been there five and seven years waiting
for a railway, but have not been able to
last out long enough. This is a sad state
of affairs and one which, I trust, will not
be repeated in this State. I remember in
connection with the areas a little further
east,' where there is a good rainfall like
there is in the Pingrup district, that the
Minister for Lands wrote to me as Mini-
ster for Works some 12 moniths ago stat-
ing that hie had got a report front the dis-
trict surveyor, who knows the belt of
country that lies some little distance from
the lakes, asking whether I could express
an opinion as to when we could get rail-
way communication out there, and if,
as a Work* Department, we would
recommend that it should ha thrown open
for settlement, I had no hesitation in
writing back to the Minister for Lands
stating that it was altogether too soon
to throw this country open for selection,
and that we had, first of all, to serve
those people who had been settled around
Lake Piugrup for some two years, and
that when we had got that far it would
he time enough to throw open the other
land and give p)eople an opportunity of
developing it to a certain extent before it
was ready for railway communica-tion.
Consequently, there are no settlers in that
p~articular area, so far as I know, though,
of course, there may be isolated instances.
I found on going out to this terminus
that the line that we propose to build
will serve all the settlement now existing
there. We have also other areas reserved
so that we can throw them open when
the time comes for the future extension
of the line. The hon. member for Nor-
thaw (Hon. J. Mitchell) also spoke about
the distance between the lines. I agree
with the hon. gentleman that the distance
laid down some years ago, when we first
went into this question of the construc-
tion of agricultural railways, namely, one
of 30 miles, was altogether too far. I
amt just beginning to wonder whether it is
tint too great a distance when we cat it
down to 25 miles. The position in this

oarticular district, however, is that we
cannot do other than put these lines dlown
at a distance of 30 miles from one an-
other. In regard to the lines that I shall
introduce directly, the 80-mile distance
of necessity still lprevails, This distance
has been fixed by the fact that wve started
at the home end of the' Yillimiuning-
Kondinin line and that when we began
to plan out these new spur lines we had
to apporion the spaces between them so
as to provide that each should be 30 miles
from the other, because the country had
all to be served equally. I admit that it is
too far, hut it is a difrneutty we cannot
overcomne, and the only way that I can
see to improve moatters is to give the
people a better class of road in this dis-
trict than in other districts, so as to give
them an opportunity of carting their
produce at less cost than would other-
wvise have to he incurred. It mnay be that
in isolated cases the settlers have to cart
as far as 20 miles, which is altogether
too great a distance from the wheat point
of view. The hon. member for Murray-
Wellington (Mir. George) has expressed
the hope, and I agree with him, that the
standard of construction would be in-
creased, so that the operating costs would
be less. That hon. gentleman will he
pleased to hear that that is already being
done. As a matter of fact, the standard
of construction to-day is a long way
higher than it was previously. For in-
stance, the line wvhich was referred to by
the lion, member for Northam, namely
the Quairading-Bruce Rock line, has been
admitted by the officers of the Comimis-
sioner of Railways to be the best agri-
cltural line which has been constructed.
They have said that it is of a very high
standard. Tie hon. member for Nor-
tham says that the line has cost more
to construct than any other line. That is
true. It has cost more because the stan-
dard of construction is so much better.
It is true that the same rails are used,
and the same sleepers, and that the same
grades are in existence as previously
existed, and when he gives all that ex-
penditure, lie knows that it is the same.
But where we start to improve on it
is in regard to the formation, which
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is better. For instance, the ballasting is
considerably more, the sidings are longer,
and all the sidings are equipped with
ramp]s and other facilities which, in the
01ld days, had to be supplied by the Com-
mnissioner of Railways after be had taken
over the line. We have also erected shel-
ter sheds, which were not erected in the
old days, and we have improved the water
supply. This last point is one to which
we are giving very serious consideration.
I may' say here that we are putting down
damns wherever we can obtain a decent
eateliment, in order that we may over-
comne some of the excessive costs we have
had to incur during the dry years, in
respect to the cartage of water. This is
what we have done. Side by side with
this, however, we have, it is true,' in-
creased the construction cost. The heilt.
member knows that this could not be
avoided. It is clear that if you increase
tile standard of construction you must
increase the cost. But while it is true
that we have increased our cost, owing
to the higher standard adopted from the
public works point of view, we have at
the same lime decreased the operatig
costs from the p)oint of view of the work-
ing railways. What we have to get at

is the point raised by the hon. member
for Mlurray-Wellington. Does the reduc-
tion on your operating costs more than
pay the interest on the increased standard
of your construction V As long as your
operating costs are reduced in proportion
to your increased standard you are on
very safe ground. The Commissioner of
Railways has always assured uts that he
would rather ilnerease the standard of
construction, and has ljointed out over
and over again, just as the lion. member
did when he held the position of Com-
missioner of Railways, that it would pay
better if a higher standard were adopted,
so as to avoid the necessity of the Work-
ing Railways having to expend capital to
bring them up to the higher standard
before operating. Illustrations could be
given where, after the lines have been
handed over to the Working Railways,
that department has had to increase the
standard before they could operate them.
This sort of ihing, of course, is not eco-

nomical. While from the point of view
of the Public Works Department it may
he a cheap method of constructing rail-
ways, from the point of view of the
Working Railways it is an expensive
method, and 'what is the use of one de-
partmnent being able to keep the costs
down, if this is done at the expense of
an other department which afterwards
finds that it has to incur additional ex-
pense out of all proportion to that iii-
curred by the other department? So it
is that we have profi ted by the advice
given by the working railways. We now
make a practice of consulting them to
a far greater extent than was previously
the case. They are the people who have
to operate the lines, and they are the
people who should know and understand
in what way it is necessary that they
should be constructed.

Mr, Wisdom: Why do not you allow
them to build them all?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I ani
opposed to that, but as the subject has
been debated before I do not intend to
go into it. I have my reasons for my
opposition, and I could give them if I
were in order in doing so, but I do not
intend to go into a, question of that sort

in dealing with this Bill. There is a far
better understanding between the Work-
ing Railways and the Public Works De-
partment than previously existed, and we
are getting very much better results, and
there is far more satisfaction so far as
the Working Railways are concerned.
The lion, member for Northam has also
raised the quest ion of dlay labour versas
the contract system, and] made the state-
ment over and over again that
contract work is very much cheaper
than day labour. That is absolutely in-
correct, so far as railway construction is
concerned. I have admitted in this House
before to-day that there are certain works
which, of course, we could never -carry
out under the day labour system. But
when you speak of railway construction,
this is essentially a work which should
he carried out uinder the day labo-tr
system if it is to be done at all economic-
cqliv. The p~oint is this: whilst in the
old days we had a number of big railway
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contract firms, made tip of men who
devoted all their attention to railway mat-
ters, and who had good plant and good
melt, and any amount of experience in
railway construction, at the present day
wve have to remember that these contrac-
tors no loniger exist in this State.

Halt. Frank Wilson: You have driven
them out.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: All
that happened in the time of. the lion.
member.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They have been
hunted out of the country.

The MIINISTER FOR, WORKS: Who
were the men to whom these contracts
were given during the term of office of
the ho,,. meinber7 There -were Messrs.
Atkins & Law, both of them men whose
experience was purely limited to build-
ing establishments in and around Perth.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Oh, no.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Well,

canl the lion. g-entleman point to one rail-
way that Atkins & Law built before
they took on railway construction in
Western Australia9

Mr. George: They had extensive ex-
perience in Tasmania. They were some
of the best bridge builders in Australia.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
bon. gentleman says that Mr. Law was
an experienced bridge builder. That may
or. may not have been the case. The
lion. the leader of the Opposition makes
the assertion that these p~eople have built
other railwayvs in Australia. T want to
know where these railways were built. I
am prepared to admit that Mr. Law has
built bridges in Western Australia and
in other parts of this Continent, but I
do not know where the railways are that,
he has built, and I challenge the leader
of the Opposition, who knows all about.
these things, to give me just one of-the
railways which he built in Western Auas-
tralia. Take also Vincent Brothers. Are
they railway contractors in the sense
that we would apply the term to Messrs.
Millar Brothers, for instance? Vin-
cent Brothers gained their experience
in Western Australia. These men are not
experienced railway builders. When con-
tractors are building our railways we are

obliged to have the same expert eng-ineer
looking after their construction as we
would lie obliged to have if we were
carrying out the construction ourselves.
Let me instance fie case of the Wongan
Hills-iAlullewa line. Ani officer of the
departmient would have to he in charge
of the line looking after the contractor.
AVIt' then, should we have a highly quali-
fied departmental officer supervisinlg some
other man who is doing the wvork, and
who is receiving the middle man's profit?
The wvhole thing is ridiculous. Take our
engineers on railway construction, _Mr.
Ripper for instance. This gentleman is
one of our leading construction engineers
and a man who has done very long and
loyal service to the State in the matter
of railway construction, and who has had
experience in Western Australia, to my
knowledge, extending over a period Of
20 'years. Ts anyone going to say that
Mr. Ripper, with his 20 years' close atten-
tion to the construction of lines in West-
ern Australia. is not more qualified to
build a line, and to do it economically as
well, than Messrs. Vincent Brothers, or
Messrs. Atkins & Law, who have inever
had any experience except in Western
Australia

Air. George interjected.

The M11IMSTER FOR WORKS: So
far as I knowv Vincent did not have
Baxter with him. The last line that he
built , the only one, in fact, that T k-now
of-was the Dnrnbleyung extension, and
the engineer he had with hint on that
occasion was Mr. Hargraves.

Hon. Frank Wilson: -He had both Mr.
Hargraves and Mr. Baxter, I think it was,
on the Dumbleytng line, two men who
have been conn ected with railways all
their lives.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
inclined to think that if he had had Mfr.
Baxter with him on the Dumbleyng line
lie wvould have achieved far better
results than lie did. I do not believe he
had Air. Baxter there with him. I believe
that lie had endless difficulties with that
line right through, and I think Mr. Bax-
ter would have avoided these, just as our
own engineers would have been able to
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avoid them tinder the day labour system.
Although the leader of the Opposition
miakes this assertion, so far as I know
these people were limited, in respect to
engineering assigtance. to Mr. Hargraves.
Anyhow, thle pa'int is that the contractors
of to-da ,y are not the railway contractors
of old1, whilst tile engineers of to-day in
thle Public Works Department are the
engineers of old, who looked after the
cont ractors flint carried out the large
works in railway construction in this
Stale. Those engineers have had the ex-
perience, and have had( practical know-
ledge of railway construction all through
a long iperiod, and consequently they are
the men best qualified to do the work.
Moreover, there is no question t hat they
are doing it.

Mr. George: You wvill get the contrac-
lts it you let tile contracts.

The AI]MISTER FOR WORKS: We
have not got the contractors. The leader
of thle Opposition had to give them
bonuises of thousands of pounds just to
get them to tender.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Order! I
want to warn the lion. Minister that this
discussion is entirely out of order. I
warned the member for North~am (Hon.
J. Mitchell), and now the lion. Minister
is proceeding on the same lines. It is true
that lie may justly claim some latitude,
but thle debate is becoming a general one
onl the policy of railway construction, in-
stead of being confined to the Bill for
the construetion of the Nyabing-Pingrup
railway.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
just replying to the debate that has taken
place since the Bill has been under dis-
(Aissionl; and I would like to point out
that, after all, if hall. members do not
get an opportunity when the Bill is in-
troduced, of discussing )low the line
should be constructed, I do not know what
other *opportunity they would have of
discussi ng that aspect of the matter. I
thought that possibly they wished to urge
that this line should he built by contract,
and were taking this opportunity of
urging it because they would not have
another opportunity.

Mr. SPEAKER : Tile beln. member
knows perfectly well that a Bill gives
opportunity for certain discussion, dis-
cussion within the limits of thle measure.
The discussion now being carried on is a
discuission more appropriate for railway
estimates, or the Address-ini-reply, or the
subject of a motion moved for the pur-
pose of expressinig opinion on the general
principles of railway construction. I do
not wish the halt. member further to
pursue (his irregnlarity of debate.

The 3i~hNlSTER FOR WORKS: I
shall not piursue it further than to say
that if the member for Northam will just
look upl the debate on (lhe question last
year, lie will see that I got a report from
lie Engineer-in-Chief, a full report, in

regard to the policy' of railway construe-
tion. [ read that report exactly as I
received it. I wanted to get from an
engineer who was free from the political
bias to which I, as Minister, might be
subject, a report onl the question; and
the Engineer-in-Chief, putting up various
returns as to the cost of certain railways
and lie manner of their construction.
proved conclusively that day labour had
proved the more beneficial to tlie State.
I know that the leader of thie Opposition
indulged in some criticism on that report,
stating, with a wave of his hand, that it
wvhs a departmentdlI engineer's report. I
said on that occasion that the depart-
,nental engineers are just as honest as
the average man, and that when they are
called upon to give a report they give an
honest and a correct report. I think if
the member for Nor7thani (Hon. J. Mit-
chell) will look uip that report from Mr,
Thompson he will see that the best in-
terests of the State have not been served
by constructing railways tinder the con-
tract system; that tenders have been
hig-her than the estimated cost put uip by
thie engineers; and that the Eng-ineer-ia-
Chief informed the leader of the Opposi-
tion, when that gentleman was Minister
for Works, that in this State it was
better to build railways 'by day work
than by contract.

Hon. Frank Wilson: He did nothing
of the sort. He advised the contrary.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He
did not.

Hon. Frank Wilson: He advised the
very contrary.

The MINISTER FOR. WORKS: It is
in Hansard.

Hlon. Frank Wilson: You are saying
something that is incorrect, and you know
it is incorrect.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : I
sydistinctly that I can bring a minute

to show-
Hon. Frank Wilson: Bring it, then.

Bring it.
The INISTER FOR WORICS: I

have brought it here before to-day, and
I have proved this in the House on more
than one occasion, whether the boin. smem-
her denies it or not. The leader of the
Opposition, when Minister for Works,
was told definitely and distinctly by the
Engineer-in-Chief that railways could he
constructed in this State better and more
advantageously 'by day work than by
contract.

'Mr. SPEAKER : Order I

Hon. Frank Wilson:- As a matter of
privilege, I wish to say that the Engineer-
in-Chief did nothing of the sort.

The.-MINISTER FOR WORKS: I say
he did.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Minister is
misleading the House.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon, Frank Wilson: The Engineer-in-

Chief certainly said that some works
could be done cheaper by day labour,
and he gave his reasons for saying it.
But, as a matter of fact, he always ad-
vised construction of railways by contract
in preference to day labour.

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the hon. Min-
ister to get back to the subject. I do
not, think it wise to allow any further
discussion on this matter.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Very
well; I will get on to the report. I simply
want to repeat once again that the En-
gineer-in-Chief did definitely and dis-
tinctly give that recommendation.

Hon. J. Mitchell: He did not.
MKr. SPEAKER: Order! order!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
*may he asked why I dlid not do in regard
to this proposed railway what has been
done in regard to other proposed rail-
ways, namely, bring in a report from the

agrictiltural experts on the capabilities
of the soil and generally as to the wvis-
dom, from an agricultural point of view,
of constructing the line. I have not done
that on this occasion because the district
to he served by the line was thrown Open
for selection til the advice of those expert
officers, and because I think that the best
course to puirsue in regard to these rail-
way projects is to visit the districts con-
cerned and see whether the settlers -are

there, see the work they are doing, and
learn from their own lips what results
they get fromi their cultivation. I have
pursued that course in this particular
case, and the very fact that the settlers
are there and have been encouraged to go
there by the Government. and the fur-
thser fact that the Government plans have
shown that the rainfall of the district
is 14 inches, are sufficient auithority for
this House to pass the Bill. The House
may assume that no settler would he put
in that district unless the expert officers
of the Governmwent were satisfied that he
could he put there with profit to himself
and with profit to the State. The fact of
the land there being all selected, and the
fact of the settlers being there, are suffi-
cient justification for me to ask this
House to pass the Bill. The member for
Geraldton (Mr. Elliott) wanted to know
whether the records Of the rainfall were
taken over a number of years. There is
no doubt that is so in the case of this dis-
trict; the records extend over several
years, and when we place the rainfall at
14 inches we are well within the mark.
After all, while it is truie that we are
going out some distance east of IRatan-
ning. it must be borne in mind that we
are going a good deal south of what are
known as the eastern districts; and as
one gets southward the rainfall inicreases
in the same way as it decreases when one
gets eastward, Going south alid east one
gets into a better rainfall than if one
were further north and wont out in the
same direction. I do not know that I
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need say any more, except that hon. mem-
bers may rest assured t 'hat this line will
be up to the standard which has recently
been adopted by the Public Works D~e-
pertinent and which bas met with the ap-
proval of the Commissioner of Railways.
So far as additional rolling stock is con-
cerned, the member for Murray-Welling-
ton (Mr. George) knows that some hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds have been
spent during the last few years in i-
creasing the stock of locomotives, trucks,
etcetera.

Mr. George: You will want them for
these new lines.

The -MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
is true that we shall want more rolling
stock. but I can assure the hon. member
that the Commissioner of Railways is not
pressing in any marked degree for trucks
or locomotives. The difficulty we have
to-daly is in Connection with railway car-
riages, and the order has been given to
proceed with the construction of car-
riages so as to cope with the requirements
on the agricultural lines. Speaking gen-
erally, however, so far as rolling stock
is concerned, outside railway carriages we
bare it pretty well up to date, thanks
to the fact of such large expenditure hav-
ing been incurred during the last two
years. With these few remarks by way
of reply, I commend the Bill to the con-
sideration of the House.

Question put and passed.
Hill read a second time.

IN Committee.
Mr. Male in the Chair; the Minister

for Works ini charge of the Hill.
Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Deviation:

Mr. MONGER: It would seem to
have been the custom to allow the Mini-
ister the right to deviate by a five-mile or
ten-mile margin. I ami very pleased,
however, to see that itt this instance the
Minister has only power to devtiate -for
half-a-mile. My experience of the hon.
gentleman's construction of previous rail-
ways leads me to conclude that a half-
mile deviation is quite enough for him,
and I congratulate the Minister on hay-

ing placed this restriction upon his own
probable action.

The MINISTER. FOR WORKS:' The
alteration is due to the changed policy in-
troduced by the present Government.
When hon). gentlemen now sitting oppo-
site occupied the Treasury bench, they
were accustomed to introduce Bills for
the construction of railways before the
lines had been surveyed. We say that
practice is wrong. We say that the
House should first auithorise the survey,
and that, after the survey has been com-
pleted and public opinion has been ex-
pressed on it, hut not until then, the Bill
for the construction of the line should be
introduced. We have pursued that course
in this instance. It is on the survey we
ask power to construct; and we say that
while it may be necessary to alter the
route a little, it should not be necessary
to vary by niore than half-a-mile. As
regards this railway, the settlers are per-
fectly satisfied with the route proposed,
though they require a little more exten-
sioni than we have provided by the survey.
That has been approved by the Govern-
ment, anld provision is made accordingly
in this particular Bill. In the circm-
stances, therefore; the half-mnile deviation
is5 quite suifficient for our purposes.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 4 to 7-agreed to.
Schedutle, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.

Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL - KUKERIN-LAKE GRACE
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson-Guildford) [7.301 in
moving the second reading said: This
proposed railway will travel through that
country running east of Wagin, the
greater portion of which is served by the
line known as the Wagun-Dumbleyng
railway, and the extension on to Kukerun.
The proposal before the Chamber is to
extend thie line a further distance of 25
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miles to serve the Lake Graze area. The
extension will bring the line out about the
same distance from Wagin as the pro-
posa wvhich we have just agreed to, which
will carry the iKatanining extension out to
Lake Pingrup. The distance from Ping-
rup to Lake Grace is, roughly, 30 miles,
and iii these two lines we are asking for
permission to extend them to serve the
area running east of the Great Southern
from Wagin to Katanning. The land
alienated, which will be served by this pro-
posed railway, totals 378,000 acres. Of
that quantit ,y there are 50,000 acres of
first-class land], 120,000 acres of second
class and, and 208,000 acres of third clas
land. The member for Northarn (Hon. J.
Mitchell) refeyred to the fact that the land
we speak of as second and third clas is
being recognised as more valuable as time
goes on, with the result that while we per-
petuate the term second and third class,
in a number of instances the second class
land is producing more in proportion to
the cap~ital outlay than some of the first
class land. It regard to this particular
district 1 have been there myself, and I
know there is a fairly large area, as the
figures wvill indicate, of second class land.
It is, however, very good second class land,
and I agree with the member for Northern
that a lot of it will be taken up imme-
diately the railway is constructed to it.

Mr. Moore: What is the price of it?
The NiNISTER FOR WORKS: I

cannot say; that is a matter which the
Minister for Lands will deal with,' be-
cause it is recognised that land has been
over-valued in the past. The rainfall in
this district is not as good as it is in dfie
Pingrup area. 1 pointed out in reply to an
interjection by the member for Geraldton
(Mr. Elliott) that the further we go
south, so the rainfall increases, and the
Lake Grace country, being further north
than Piagrup, does not enjoy the average
rainfall experienced at Pingrup. Taking
a given number of years into considera-
tion, the rainfall in the Lake Grace area
is set down as 12 inches. The resident oc-
cupiers in that locality to-day number 113,
and it is estimated that the population is
about .500. When I had the pleasure of
visiting the district there was a big gather-
ing of settlers and their wives and families,

and since 1 was there the Minister for
Education has built a school, which has
been availed of by a large number of
children. The land under cultivation to-
day totals 17,000 acres. When I intro-
duced the railway Surveys Bill I esti-
fnaled that there would he an increase
this year of land tinder cultivation of
12,000 acres over the total of last year. As
a matter of fact the increase has been
11,000 acres or only 1,000 acres less than
my estimate, The land has been selected,
ro ughily sp~eaking. for a period of five
years. It is about that time since it was
first thrown open for selection, and t here
have been one or two season's crops to
guide us. We know, of course, what class
of farming is carried on when a railway
is sonic distance off, and that in such ini-
tial stages of development one cannot get
a true indication of what the district is
capable of producing. Even taking into
consideration what has been done we find
that the average yield hane been 12 bushels.
Land is still being cleared, and it is esti-
inale1 that next year there wvifi be an-
other increase of fallowed and cleared
land of 7,000 acres. This area is well
watered. As a matter of fact there is a
number of Government dams there, and
when I was in the district there was an
abundant supply of water, and on most
of the holdings the occupiers had put
down dams for themselves, and obtained
a plentiful supply of water. I remember
when we took office in 1911 this was one
of the districts which caused us a great
deal of concern, but now that has been
overcome, and during the last year or so
I have heard 110 complaints abont Lake
Grace, and we have had no requests for
increased water supplies for the dis-
trict. This proves that the water difficulty
hase been overcome. The cost of construc-
ting the proposed railwvay over a distance
of 251% miles is £35,000 and rails andt
fastenings, it is estimated, will amount to
another £20,000, a total of £55,000 or a
little over £E2,000 a mile. I am pleased
again to be able to state that, generally
speaking, the settlers in this area are im-
migrants. So far as my memory serves
me there were not more than half a dozen
at the gathering who claimed Australian
birth; the others were all newcomers, and
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had been in the State for two or three
years. It was very pleasing to notice
how quickly they applied themselves to
Australian conditions, from a clearing and
farming point of view. The newcomers
were doing a large amount of clearing,
and their methods showed that they were
proftiing by what they had learnt from
Australian farmers in the district. Their
homes were built in such a manner as to
indicate that they were putting all their
money into clearing and getting their
farms into the produLcing stage rather than
into extravagant buildings. Nevertheless,
the homes- were comfortable, and every-
thing weont to prove that they were a good
class of settlers, and like those at Ping-
rap, they gave evidence of what can be
done by newcomers in the direction of the
pioneering of these new districts. In re-
gard to immigration, if wre desire to con-
tinue to get settlers of this class, and they
are the people we want, we must go on
with ohur policy of railway construction,
and the best advertisement the State can
get is to build railways to assist these
settlers, and they in turn will write to
their friends in the old country, and in-
form them that the Government of West-
ern Auistralia are fulfilling their obliga-
tions, and giving them an opportunity to
farm at a profit. It has been stated that
we are not as enthusiastic about iinmigra-
tion as our predecessors were, but I
would point, as 1 can with pride, to or
policy of agricultural railway construc-
tion. This was intodoced becaluse we
wanted to open lip our agricultural lands
with a view of encouraging immigration,
and thie two policies went side by side.
The first big move to introduce immi-
grants on a large scale and on a systematic
basis was made by the Daglish Govern-
mien t.

M)r. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is not discussing the Bill; his remarks
are irrelevant.

The INISTER FOR WORKS: Very
well, M1r. Speaker. The immigrants set-
tled in. tile Lake Grace country have done
such work as to .justify Parliament in an-
thorising the construction of this line. We
cannot expect settlers, to go too far ahead
of railway facilities. In this particular
district they have been there for three

years, anid they have proved what the land
is capable of producing. In regard to
the land itse]f it is somewhat simailar to
tlint around Lake Pingrup, but in my
opinion it is a better area; in fact, I look
upon the Lake Grace country as some of
the fin-est 1 have seen, and it has been
taken utp by settlers who are using it to
the best advantage. I commend the Bill
to the favourable consideration of the
House. and move--

.That the Bil be now read a second
time.
Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)

[7 -451:- I am glad that the Bill for th e
construction of this railway has been
introduced by the Minister, because
it goes to prove that the original policy
of giving railway facilities from Wagin
eastward was a good and sound one.
I have travelled in this district, have
in fact been down pretty wvell from
the Eastern railway south to Katanning
as far as Ongerup. but I have not been
quite so far east as it is proposed to
construct this line. However, I believe
the country is excellent. I was very
much struck with this portion of the
State when first I visited it, eight or
nine years ago, in connection with the
proposal to carry the line as far as
Dumbleyung. It does not matter very
much how many settlers we have out
there-although it is very gratifying
to hear that there are so many resident
occupiers--so long as the Government
are convinced by their expert advisers
that the country is good enough for
settlement. I for one am always going
to support the building of a railway.
in fact, I would prefer even to see a
railway constructed in advance of settle-
ment, and occupation, if it was possible,
and if not, at least as soon as we can
successfully finance the undertaking.

Mir. Foley: You had a good chance
ohi the Esperance Railway B ill, but
you missed it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON:- I am
sorry I cannot discuss the Esperance
railway on this Bill. The hon. member
evidently did not hear me use the quali-
fication " when the Government were
convinced by their expert advisers that
the country was good enough to settle.'
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I did not say "on the mere word of
Ministers." The fact that the settlers
have gone out there is abundant proof
of the quality of the land, and that the
Minister for Education is building a
school there to meet the requirements
of the children is also strong proof that
the settlers see a good prospect of
winning out and making a success of
their undertakings. I agree that the
second and third-class land of to-day
is destined very shortly to be first-clas
for wheat growing. Science is coming
to our aid more and more year by year,
and it is marvellous to see the class of
land being successfully cultivated to-day,
land which a few years ago would have
been turned down, because people had
not then sufficient knowledge to warrant
them in taking it up. I hope the result
of the construction of these railways
will be additional settlement. I am
sure it will if encouragement is given.
I hope it will mean an impetus to our
immigration policy, and that we may
attract more people to our shores.
Alter all, that is the great consideration,
and if this, in a small way, will enable
us to induce more people to settle in
that district, the money expqended on
the construction of the railway will
have been well spent indeed. I am
convinced lion. members will support
the Bill, that they will indeed support
any Bill of this description. Hon. mem.n
bers on this side are extremely gratified
to think that all these measures simply
represent a continuation of the policy
which we successfully carried through
when we occupied the Treasury benches,
and which has done so much for Western
Australia.I

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogrin) [7-501: It seems only a few
years ago that the line was built from
Wagin to Dumnbleyung. Since then it
has been extended from Dumbelyutg
to IKukerin, and 1 am very pleased to
support this proposed extension to Lake
Grace. I particularly wish to record
my support of this project, because the
editor of the Wagin newspaper has
thought it necessary to misrepresent me
in regard to this proposal for the last
eighteen months or two years. I have

been always in favour u. the opening
up of this Lake GIrace district, where
the land is good and the rainfall regular,
and I have consistently held that the
settlers there should he given railway
communication. It is true that at
one time the settlers in my own
electorate, those to the north of Lake
Grace, desired that a slightly different
route should be taken for this line*;
and we fought hard to have the route
cantied only to the narrow neck of
Lake Grace and thence northwards to
Jilakin Lake. However, the Govern-
ment wvent thoroughly into the matter
and decided to adopt the route now
before the House, in order that it should
be not more than 30 miles north of
Pingrup, and as part of a com-
prehensive scheme of railway construc-
tion, and in these circumstances
I support the measure. I would like
to point out, howvever, that the decision
of the Government to build the line
on the present route wvill necessitate
further railway communication for the
settlers to the north. The Minister for
Works has visited the district and must
realise that the Villiminning-Kondinin
railway takes a northi-easterly, almost
a northerly direction, whereas this line
is running due east, thus leaving a great
V-shaped section of country north of
Lake Grace, which at present is not
served by a railway, and which is more
than 25 miles from any authorisedl line.

Mr. Harper: What is the rainfall
like?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The rainfall
is good, and the settlers are there,
and it is only a matter of time when
another railway will have to be built
from Dudinin to Walyurin and Jilikin
Lake.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Many other
railways may have to be built, but for
the present the hion. member must dis-
cuss only the Hill.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Am I at
liberty to say that the settlers at Walyw-in
and Jilikin Lake desired that this
particular line should be taken
through their district? Unfortunately
a different decision has been arrived at,
and in the circumstances the only way
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in which their necessities can be met,
will be for them to cart to this line, until
such tints as the Government can meet
their just requirements by building
a line from Dudinin townsite, on the
Yillimining-Kondirnrt line to Walyurin
and Jilikin Lake. However, I have
no desire to break the rules of the
House. I merely wished to make this
explanation in order to refute the mis-
representation of the Wagin paper and
let the settlers of Lake Grace know
that I am glad to see their district is
to be served by a line.

Mr. HARPER (Pingally) (7'54]: 1
have pieasure in supporting the Bill.
I had the privilege of visiting the district
about four years ago, when I was very
much impressed with the soil and the
timber rowing upon it. I am pleased
indeed that the people of that district
are to be favoured with a railway. There
is certainly good land down there, and
we are assured by the Minister that the
rainfall is everything that can be desired.
The district is certainly well worth
developing by a railway, and there iS
no doubt this railway will give a very
good account of itself. I was glad to
hear the Minister speak so highly of the
newcomers from other parts of the world,
and say they are developing the country
in the right direction and showing good
judgment in the work they are doing.
We should encourage people of that
description, and give them every con.
sideration while at the same time en-
dea-vouring to educate them in the -new
methods of agriculture. People from the
Old Country have very different methods
from our own, and anyone coming out
here, no matter what his previous ex-
perience, must be ready to l 'earn afresh.
I am pleased to support the Bill, as 1
know the district, and as all the factors
seem so favourable to the project.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) (7-56]: T
desire to support the Bill. T have seen
the country the railway will traverse,
and am of opinion that it is the best
stretch of~ agricultural country in the
State, that is, the country from Onow-
angdrup to Lake Grace and Kukerin.
Judging by the wheat being grown down
there at the present time, I think this

railway will have a chance of paying
interest very soon after it starts running.
I have heard many railway propositions
put forward here, and almost invariably
it has been said that the country to be
served was fit to grow anything and
that the line would pay from its very
inception. Although having had an
opportunity during the last two years
of gauging the revenue producing powers
of the various agricultural railways I
have yet to learn that there are many
of them paying intetest to-day. The
reason why I think this line will pay
early, is that the district to be served
has some chance of producing something.
and -that for a smaller outlay than is
incurred in many otheir parts of the,
State. Let us compare the land from
Wagin out to Jiukerin with the land
westward from Katarming, with the
poison areas,. and we find that this line
will afford the Government an oppor-
tuitiy of doing some good for the men
and women who have been brought to
the State and placed on land -which
offered no possibility of making a living.
There are at the present time, on the
land around Coben Soak and the Dinninup
area, men who are absolutely starving.
The land which will be opened up by
this railway offers a splendid opportunity
for the Government to remove those
poor individuals from land on which
it is impossible for them to make a
living, and place them on good soil.
If this is done it will be kindly treatment
for those who are here, and consideration
which should be shown before we talk
about bringing more immigrants into
the State. The immigrants in this
district are the best who are working
land in Western Australia.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They are, all
good.

Mr. FOLEY: And a lot have been
made bad because they have not been
given a good opportunity.

lion. Frank Wilson:. By the Trades
Hall ; they have been turned into
agitators.

Msr. FOLEY: That is the price of thehon. gentleman. The best class of im-
migrants I have se 'en in the State arc
working on the areas which this railway
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will traverse. They are good men and
have had a good opportunity, because
they have been placed on good land.
Had every immigrant, whose cause our
friends opposite are so eager to champion,
especially just before an election, been
placed on similar land, our immigration
policy would have been a greater sue-
cess.

Ron. Frank Wilson :You have stopped
it.

The Minister for Mines:- No fear.
Hon, Frank Wilson: You stopped

it absolutely.
Mr. FOLEY: It is very well for the

hion. mnember to make such bold asser-
tions; but figuresj prove concluiively
that the immigration policy-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member must discuss the Bill, not the
immigration policy.

IMr. FOLEY: In conclusion, I support
the Bill, and I hope that, no matter
what Government are in office, they
will do their best to utilise this land, and
make it revenue producing by taking
settlers from such impossible districts
as I have mentioned, and putting them
on this good land.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

13ILL-BUSSELTON-VIARGARET
RIVER RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

Thle MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnison-C-uildlord) [8-4) in
moving the second reading, said: This
is a different proposition from the other
two we have considered. The other
two measures deal with propositions in
the wheat belt, but this Bill deals with
aL district essentially for closer settle-
becnt where root crops grow to great
advantage. Consequently it has to be
considered in an altogether different
light from our ordinary wheat lands. The
proposed railway from Busselton to
Margaret River will cover a distance of
37 miles. The area of land now alienated,
which will be served, is 137,000 acres,
and the area not alienated, 222,000
acres. Of this, 22,500 acres is first class,

80,000 acres second class, and 120,000
acres third class land.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is all good.
The MIINISTEVR FOR WORKS : In

speaking of 222,000 acres in this dis.
tries, we must realise that it will carry
far more population than a similar area
in our wheat belt. Being a district for
closer settlement, it will he more thickly
populated. It is worth putting on record
that since the Railways Survey Hill was
introduced, and the survey started, 10
per cent. of the first class land opened
for selection at that time, has been
selected. In other words, there is 10
per cent. less land nowv available for
selection than there was last year.
Various Governments have spent a good
deal of money in drainage works to make
the land more suitable for cultivation,
and this expenditure has materially
increased the production and population
of the district. There has been soe
difficulty with regard to these drainage
works, but the scheme is now onl a good
basis, and settlers are satisfied with it
and realise that it is a distinct advantage
to their holdings. Although there is
a fair proportion of second and third
class land, this is good pastoral country
because the rainfall is anything from
34 to 44 inches. With such a rainfall,
pastoral pursuits are possible, and those
who know the land will agree that it
is essentially the second and third class
land which is suitable for pastoral pur-
poses. Thle resident occupiers number
265, and it is estimated that the popula-
tion of the district is fromn 900 to 1,000.
There is 4,000 acres wider crop, the big
proportion of which, comprises root crops.
I again wish to point out that 4,000
acres in this district would necessitate
a great deal more capital expenditure
on the part of the settlers than wheat
land, and would produce perhaps double
or treble the return. The settlers here,
as in other districts, are waiting for rail-
way facilities. While it is generally
conceded that 121 miles is far enough
to cart wheat, it will be understood
that potatoes cannot b8 carted any-
thing like the same distance. Con-
sequently, railways are needed in dloser
proximity than in she wheat belt. Al-
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though the number of settlers to the
quantity of land alienated and under
crop does not bear a good proportion,
we have to remember that the difficul-
ties have been great and that they can
be overcome only by supplying railway
facilities. It is worthy of note that
the line will reduce the distance to the
Yallingup eaves and bring this tourist
resort into closer lproximity to the rail.
way system. Instead of tourists having
to travel from Busselton 20 miles out
to Yallingup) as at present, the railway
will take them within five or six miles
of the caves. The construction of this
line is estimated to cost £C44,000, and the
rails and fastenings £29,000;, making a
total of £73,000, and bringing the cost
per mnile to a little under £2,000. Hon.
members will notice that the survey
follows the coast line fairly closely from
Busselton running out towards the Yal-
lingup eaves, and then taking a turn up
at a given point. The reason for taking
it to this paint is to assist the settlers
near Cap 2 Naturaliste.

Mr. Bolton: There is a susricious
kink at the bottom.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
being made in the interests of the de-
velopment of the district, and to assist
the settlers in this locality. Although
this land is so far removed from the
metropolitan area, and although it is
similar to land in closer proximity, such
as at Jandakot and ]Rockingham, this
part of the State has been settled for a
very long time. There are some people
who contend that it would be better to
open up siilar land nearer to the met-
ropolitan area, but we feel that we have
a duty to these people who have been
settled there for so many years, strugg-
ling under such great disabilities. Last
session a measure was passed authorising
the leasing of the railway from Flinders
Bay to Margaret River, with the right of
purchase, from Millars Company. This was
done because we recognised that a line
must ultimately run from Busselton to
Flinders Bay. Had we permitted the
company to lift that linte as they proposed
to do, a grave injustice would have been
done to the settlers, and in a few years
it would have been necessary to lay

[27]

another line. We leased it for a termi
of three years with a right of purchase,
recognising that in the meantime we
could build a railway from Busselton to
Margaret River, so that we would have
a connection with the main line and a.
through line from Busselton to Finders
Bay. Therefore we are carrying out
the general policy in view when we
asked Parliament to authorise the leasing
of that line ;and now we desire to con-
nect it in order to provide a through
line from Busselton to Flinders Bay.
I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)

(8-141: Of course I have no intention
of opposing the construction of this
line.

Mr. Lander;: You are with it this
time all right.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I regard the
Bill as a tardy recognition of the many
promises made by my friends on the
Government side to the district I repre-
sent.

Mr. Lander: Why cid you not put
it through when you were in office?

Ron. FRANK WILSON: I did not
have the opportunity, but if I had been
in power to-day this railway would have
been constructed long since : the trains
would have beetn running and the dis-
trict would have been flourishing. Hon.
members know that I had my hands full
to get railway facilities in the Black.
wood timber country including the port
at Busselton and in other ways helping
the district.. But this line ought cer-
tainly to have been constructed in the
first year of office of my hon. friends
opposite. The Premier promised the
line. When he assumed office lie pro-
mised. that a Bill would be introduced
the following session, and every year
since I have asked for a fulfilment of that
promise. Last year we got a Survey
Bill instead. Three years had gone by
and the promise had not been fulfilled.
Now I must congratulate my hon.
friend, the Minister for Works, that at
last he, too, has recognised the promise
and introduced this Bill for the construe-
tion of the line- I have always pointed

755



756 [ASSEMLY.]

out that the older settlers in Western
Australia were entitled to every bit as
much consideration as, and in some
instances very much more than, the new
settlers. Here, in this part of Western

-Australia, we have got some of the best
settlers that we possess. Indeed, many
of them are the early pioneers of our
State, men-and their forefathiers as well-
to whiom we owe very largely the de-
velopment of Western Australia.

Mr. Liander: They blazed the track.
Hon, FRANK WILSON: They blazed

the track and piit ti) withi all thc hard-
sh1ips that cultured people in those days
bad to undergo when coming to Western
Australia. They came out on a long
voyage with their families, their goods
and chattels, they -were dumped down in
the State and had to fashion a home for
themnselves, far removed front a market,
and practically had to grow produce for
their own consumption and thle tip-bring-
ing of their faily. We must all feel
that the Government are only doing their
duty when the 'y propose to give the peo-
ple down in this district railway facili-
ties, people who have been struggling
fur far longer than those who have re-
cently arrived in our State. The closer
settlement which the 'Minister has re-
ferred to ought, of course, to be one of
the first planks of the platform of the
Government. I hope, when this line is
constructed, with the leasing of the Flin-
ders Bay line, with the object of ultimate
purchase, that the 'Minister will give
us railway communication right through
the capital city to the L eenrwin,
and that lie wvill have a policy
of closer settlement put in huand with
more vigour and a greater determinationm
to make it successful than has been cvi-
denced during the last few years. The
district is onle that deserves every atten-
finn. I sin satisfied that railway construe-
tion in that portion of the State cannot
lie at loss to Western Australia. It is
not only a question of closer settlement,
hut we have also large timber areas yet
to he cut out, which will he served by
this line. I ant satisfied,. for instance,
that all flue sleepers about which there
has been so much discussion in connee-

tion with the Trans-Australian railway
could be procured within a reasonable
distance of this very line, were it con-
structed. T[his is, again, carrying out the
policy of my Administration, which was
so deliberately pt before the country
three years ago, the policy of opening-
that magnificent area lying to the south
of Busselton, around Bridgetown and
away as far as Denmark. It is the re-
commendation of the Advisory Board
which was appointed by us and which
put forward a scheme for opening uip and
developing the whole of that great south-
ern area, an area which, I am satisfied,
ought in the very near future to carry
a very large and prosperous poptilation.
Flinders Bay wvill be, of course, and is
to-day. a port, and it will be brought
then into direct communication with the
whole of the railway system of the State.

tered sorry, when the Government en-
trdinto neg-otiations for the timber line

to thle Margaret River froma Flinders
Bay, which is to be a continuation of
the line which is now proposed to be
constructed, that they did not secure the
whole of Millars' freehold. There are
something like 30,000 acres of laud, if
my memory serves me right, to be ob-
tained there. ft is held tinder freehold
tenure, and ought now6A to be held by the
Crown, seeing that they have taken over
the railway which originally belonged to
the company. I think they could get the
land cheaply enough. At any rate, if I
were in office I would make them a sport-
ing oiler for it.

Mr. Taylor: You must be a Sherlock
Holes, surely.

Hion. FRANK WILSON: I have not
mnade any inquiry into the matter, hut
the Minister can easily find out. The
land cannot be worth a ver 'y big price.
It is cut-out' timber country, but there
arc goud patches in it which could be
oplened upl and settled in small holdings,
for dairy farming, for cereal growing,
fruit p~roduction, and mrany other pro-
ductive and profitable purposes, and
should provide the foundation of sub'-
sistence for numerous families. I want
to see this district have a chance of go-
ing ahead. It has been held back long
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enough by numerous Governments, in
fact since Responsible Government. This
district had practically been dead until
it got bold of a Jive member who recog-
nised its worth and value, and who set
to work to give it facilities to tap the
hack country, someone who recognised
that even Basselton might be turned into
something better than a summer resort.
To-day we see evidence of the progress
made by Busselton, by the -numnber of
ships that are lying i port waiting for
timber for the world's markets, I am
pleased to be able to congratulate the
Government that they have brought the
Bill down. Let us hope that the con-
struction of the line will not be delayed
as lon'g as the introdteion of the Bill.
I anticipate that this will probably be
one of the first lines to be commenced.
Although we know how hard up we are
financially, I fancy I can see the money
being lprovided to put plenty of labour-
ers on to construct the Margaret River
line. I would ask the Minister not to
commence the line in mid-winter. It
would only be throwing money away In
that wect country to start before the sum-
mer mfonthis. Delay it until the summer
begins, say in November, and then go
ahead with all the means at your disposal
and conclude the thing rapidly and
smartly. Do not let it be commenced in
the winter monthsi when the Government
might become disheartened as the sumn-
mer approaches and then find that it
is too costly to construct, and so pay all
the hands off. I commend that sugges-
tion to lion, members opposite. I know
it is quite beneath them to take advan-
tage of one by rushing hundreds of their
suipporters into one's electorate, in order
to influence the election. I am satisfied,
whatever railways we construct, that this
one , at any rate, will prove satisfactory,
that it will be a useful adjunct to our
railway system as a whole, and will
result in a largely increased settlement
and he a benefit to the tourists and others
who can afford to spend a pleasurable
holiday in the Caves district, It will
bring them,' as the Minister has pointed
out, to within five miles of XYalingnip. It
may be detrimental, to some extent, Io

the port of Busselton, by reason of the
faet that instead of the traffic getting-
off at Busselton and proceeding by road,,
it will go by rail. 1 am satisfied that
it will be a great blessing to a great
number of those who hope to be able
to enjoy the undoubted beauties of that
district. I have very much pleasure, of
course, in supporting the Bill, and I wel-
come it, as I said before, as a tardy
recognition of a lung deferred promise-

Mr. BOLTON (South Fremantle)
[8.26]:- While I have no intention of op-
posing the measure, I cannot agree that
the matter is as Largent as the lion. mem-
her for the district (Hon. Frank Wilson
claims,

H-on. Frank Wilson: Pot it off until
December.

Aix. BOLTON: I followed the remarks
of the Minister who introduced the incas-
tire, and 1 noticed that this was a rail-
way essentially for intense culture and
closer settlement, and for the growth of
root crops. It may he true, as the leader
of the Opposition said, that the district
has been kept back, but that argument
would, of course, apply to a great many
other districts. There arc older settled
districts that are mnore in want of a rail-
way than the district which the hon.
member represents. If it be true, as the
Minister has said, that this was essen-
tially a railway for the carrying of root
crops, where then is the necessity to go
s.'p far from the big consuming popuan-
tion in the metropolitan area to grow
these root crops? Quite close to the ddjor
of the metropolitan area there is quite
as good, if not better land], which has
been surveyed for a railway for a good
ninny years. That district is as much
entitled to a rail-way as this one, namely
the whole of the area from Frenmantle to
Rockinghiam, ri 'ght down to Bunbury,
containing land eminently superior to
the land which is to be served by this
other railway. rt wvoLd have a mar-
ket-

Hon. Frank Wilson: You have no eaves
there.

Atr. BOL TON: We have. There is a
fine one at thie dock, and another at the
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,naval base. Right round that district
there are probably mnany eaves. The dis-
trict I refer to has already been reported

*Q0I1 by 61r. Connior, the expert for the
Government, and it is said that it con-
tains somne of the finest land in the State.

Mr. Elliott: tOn a point or orderP is the
lion, member in order in discussing an-
-.other railway?

11r. BOILTON: What railway?2

Mir. Elliott: The Rockingham railway.

A-r. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member is not in order. I do not think
he is discussing any railways at all, but
I am just waiting to hear the lion. mem-
ber's argument applied.

i~lr. BOLTON: I was not discussing a
railway. 1 was discussing the want of a
railway.

Mr. SPEAKER:- If that he so, I must
up)hold the lion. member's point of order.

Mr. BOLT ON: The hon. mentber's
point, of order was wrong.

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon, member
.must discuss the Bill.

'Mr. BO0LTON: If there is ally Justi-
deatiun for building a railway to assist
the rowing of root crops so far from the
consouliing populatin, there is just as
much justification for constructing a rail-
way for land which is very muecl closer
at hand. There are .137'000 acres taken
up in the district of this railway, and
there were 222,000 acres not alienated,
22,000 of which is first class land. Whilst
it may be truie that you do not want a
big area in order to make a living in this
intense culture district, neither do you
want a large area neparer the cap.-ital of
the State. Moreover, [lie very fact of
having to compare one district with an-
other, which is necessary in this instance,
where one area of land is pitted against
another by lion, members, leads me to
point out that there is a big lime area
which hags also been reported o-~

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member is distinctly not in order. The
House is not discussing rival railways
-or the rival claims of districts to a
railway. The House is discussing tile
quest-ion of the construction of a rail-

way from Boyanup-Busselton to M11ar-
garet River.

Mr. Taylor: Tine lion, member desires
to lime-wash it.

1%r. SPEAKER: Thle lion, member
must discuss the Bill.

Alr. BOLTON: Perhaps, if 1 had been
allowed time, I should have been able to
work right round to the Bill. Still, surely
it is not ant argoumient. to build a railway
from Husselton to Alargaret River to say
that it will bring pecople nearer to the
Btselton eaves. Surely that is hardly
a sufficient reason for the introduction of
this measure. However, as I said in open-
ing- my remarks, I do not intend to 01)-
pose the Bill. I think the member for the
district is to be cong-ratulated on having
secured this railway from a Labour Goy-
erment. When that lhon, gentleman sat
on the Treasury bench it did aot seem
possible for him to build the railway or
to introduce this measure. We have bleenl
told that this particular railwa y-not tile
Roekinghama rail way-would have been
built long ago had the lion. member been
in power to-day. He was ill power a long~t
time. aiid it was not lpossilble for hlim to
build that line. But. just at the death-
knock, Inst to help the hon. mnember as
hie himself hlas put it, just to place a few
wvorkumen inl his; electorate, the railway
is to be built. I hope that when the lion.
member speaks onl another railway lie will
be able to congratulate me, as 1 now con-
gratuilate himi oil having secured] his line.

Mr. O'I 1 00HLEW (Forrest) [8.32]:
[In rising to offer a few observations Onl

thle Bill intfrodueed by the ilinister for
W~orks, T may also announce that I have
110 intention of oppIosing the measure.
however . I certainly' desire to obtain
some more information with regard to
the proposal tliaii has- been volu nteered
by the MIinister, who, I regret to see, is
not in his plaee so that hie might possibly
give it. The figures quoted by the hon.
memiber who has just resumed his seat
as to the area of first-class land which
will be served by the railway, are very
striking; and if we were to proceed on
those figutres alone, this railway would]
never be authorised. The member for
the district, who has of course supported
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the proposition, yet, during his long, six
or seven years of office, never introduced
it himself-for what reason I do not
know. That lion, member now points
out the magnificent possibilities of that
particular area. It is a bit late in the
dlay to start explaining that. In any
case, the public would not take any heed
of the lion, member's explanation. But
I do want to point out that in regard to
this particular district the statement of
thie Minister for Works that such anl
enormouis area of third-class land is avail-
ablo really' gives the show away, The
Minister for Works pointed out that this
third-class country emild be deemied good
pastoral country. The member for thie
district would not subsceribe to that, I
amn sure.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I say it is all
good land.

Air. O'LOOHLEN: On some of that
country, in the Wonnerup area for in-
stance, several new arrivals took up local-
ities for the purpose of engaging in )pus-
toral pursuits; and the bulk of those
new scaflers were starved oil their hold-
ings. 'It is ridiculous to class that country
as good pastoral land, or even as moderate
pastoral land.

Hon. Frank Wilson : What are voit
going to do with it, thenk?

Mr. O'LOGHELEIN: In iny opin ion, it
is waste country. Next, I want to ask the
Mlinister for Works what is the reason
for rninning thai railway as it is out-
lined on the map, parallel with the coast
for 15 or 16 mites and then parallel with
the best road in Western Australia, a
road which has cost the State nearly
£30 ,000? We may hear a great deal
about the cry for facilities for settlers.
We know that that cry is heard more
largely in the wheat areas. I am going
to objiect to the route whrlichl this railway
is taking, and I want to ask again why
these settlers are reg-arded by the Gov-
ernmnent as more entit led to facilities than
are the Vttlers in man;' other districts
who, T say, are just as deserving of facil-
ities, seeing that the people to be served
by this railway have the best road in
Western Australia, and also thie roast

within a stone's throw. That point has
not been raised yet. As regards the road,
it is going to be scrapped, if that terma
can be used, when this railway is built-
Th le road'will be practically out Of use,
once the railway is constructed.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The railway is
a long way fromi the road.

Mr. O'LOQH LEN: How far away
from it?

I-Ion. Frank Wilson: Three or four
miles

Mr. O'LOOH ILEN: My friend is so
given. to exaggeration that hie is com-
pelled to tgo on with it all the time.' I
want to say again that it is a matter for
regret for every member of this House,
no matter what district ha represents-
assuming that this railway is going.- to-
he built now, and Ithere is no doubt about
the measure passing-that the legisla-
tors of a few years ago did not have the
foresight to build the railway then, in-
stead of spending such an enormous
amount of money on that road, which ex-
penditure will now he practically
wasted. The member for the district
has referred to the tourist traffic to the
caves. We have to ask ourselves whether
that tourist traffic is a payving proposition.
for the State. I admit one gets a pleasur-
able holiday by taking a coupon and go-
ing to the c aves; but, after all, only a very
limited section. of the people is able to
enjoy the pleasures which the caves. nattur-
ally afford. T want to know, again, can
we expect one penny more revenue by vir-
tue of the fact that the caves are brought
in closer proximity to the metropolitan
district, by railway than by' roadI Per-
flapis the people of Basselton, though they
are unanimous in support of the p~ro-
p)osal, are going to suiffer to some extent.

lion. Frank Wilson:- They are taking
I he risk of that.

M r. Bolton: They took a bigger risk
when they took on the lion. memher.

Mr. O'LOGJJLEN: They are taking
another big risk, and the member for the
district has not so much as mentioned
that. .1 refer to the freehold held by
Millars' on the Karridaje area:. The hion.
inember points out that tile Flinders Bay
railway will be brought into touch with
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thle network of the Government railway
System. Quite true. But 1 'urant to ask
if, as thle natural corollary of the purchase
of the Karridale area, the railway is linked
ipl to the (Aovernnilent system, where will
the great, volume of produce go that will
be grown if this proposed railway is
btuilt ? That will go, oil the natural gra-
dient, to Flinders Bay, and the port of
lBusselton will ,iot reap) the advantage the
hton. member thinks it will.

Hon. Frank Wilson: lBusselton is tak-
ing the risk of that.

Air. O'LOGHLEN: If the holl member
is not very carefuli, the many risks he is
taking will involve him in trouble in the
near future.

Bon. Frank Wilson: I will invite you
all down to cause trouble.

'Ir. O'LOGHLEN: Tile hion. member
w'ill no[ be there much longer to cause
trouble. He also referred to the possibili-
ties of the district, and lie said that lie
wants the port of Busselton to be some-
thing else than a summer resort.

Hion. Frank Wilson: I said I had
made it something else.

,kir. O'LOGHLEN: Thle hon. member
captured the representation of that dis-
tict, anid it is perfectly true that lie se-
cured thle passage of thle Nannup railway,
wvhich hase made lBusseltou a much more
important place than it was whenl lie first
wvent there. I will admit that.

Hon. Fraink Wilson: I1 am glad you
admnit flint. You are not given to miakirn
admissions.

:7r. O'LOGHLEN: it is not on the
agricultural possibilities of the distret that
the 'Nannup ralway is tine paying proposi-
tion that it is to-day.

lon. Frank Wilson: No; timber.

Air. O'LOGHEEN: Absolutely the tim-
ber p)roduiced] Iy the "nomads" for whom
the hell. member has so "eqr little time.
When sp~eakinig a few minutes agro lie
pointed out thast there would] be sufficient
sleepers procured within a decent radius
of this particular line to build our
national railway. That may be quite so. T
say it would be a poor old prospect for this
railway ever to pay axle-grease, at any
rate for many years to come, but for the

timber which will be hauled over the line.
We can take the Nannup railway from the
same port of Busselton mentioned by the
lion. member, and through that district
into the Wonnerup district, In that dis-
tii there is the most poverty-stricken
soil that one could possbily see--at all
events, soale of it. it is quite true that
there are good patches.

.)it-. Ellioll : The country is good in
parts, like the curate's egg.

_11r. O'LOGHL EX: Yes. Not only is
this soil practically useless for agricul-
I nral pursuits, butl if is so por that it
can hardly* keep the wild game running
over it: even the hunimals have to get
away to more hospitable regions. 1 wish
lie lMinister for Works were in his place,

so that lie could give thie House some idea
of how far the negotiations have pro-
ceeded ror the acquisition of Mlillers' tim-
ber and Tradiiig Company's freehold pro-
perty at Karridale.

M~r. Bolton: The Rockingliam railway
Frightened tile -Minister out.

ilr. O'LOO{LEN: We are told by the
leader of the Opposition that there is ap-
proximately 30,00)0 acres of freehold pro-
perty owned hy 31 illars'. 1 regret to hear
that there is so large an area of it,

Hon. Frank Wilson : I amt not sure;
Ibelieve it.

,%ltr. 010'LiI BLEN: Even if w'e take
the area at 20.000 acres, it is going to be a
very difficult mnatter for thle State to pur-
chase that ilnd at anything like its rest-
sonahle value.

Hon,. Frank Wilson: Oh, no! Mlake
.Aillars' an offer.

Mir. O'LOGHLEN: The directors of
.\lillars' Timaber andl Trading Company are
fair-ly sitre~vd gentl enuen. They have any,
amiount of that business acumen which the
leader of tile Oppos~itioni loves to talk
utbout as being necessary in our public
mcii. They have any amiount of shrewd
eoinioisels. For instance, they) hold
to-day in that Karridale area about 20.000
acres of freehold land. The Government
have obtained a lease of the railway with
the right to purchase after tbr ee years'
lease. I assume they will purchase. It is
no use taking tilie linle unless th -
take over thle rolling stock and the
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metals, If they take it over, I
want to say again, the directors
of Mlillars' Timber and Trading Company
are on the best wicket that I knowv of any
men being on in this country.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why did the Gov-
ermnent not buy at the time, as I ad-
vised?

Mr. O'LOGIULEN: There must have
been some obstacle in the way. I (10 not
know; but 1 presume that the Government
made anl offer, and that the counter-pro-
posal was beyond their reach. f presume
dial Millars' directors said to themselves,
"Well, now, the Government have to pur-
chase this railway." I am very much,
afraid that the Government have been
forced into the position of having to pur-
chame it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: There was no
forcing about it at all. They could have
made the purchase of the freehold a con-
dilion of buying the railway.

Mr. O'LOGIILEN: The lion. gentleman
who interjects was not able to do that in
con nection w-i th another proposition.

flon .Frank Wilson : I advised the Gov-
ernment to dto it.

Mr. O'LOGITLEN: Why did not die
lion. member (10 it in connectioni with tire
Dcnii ark purchase? These timber coni-
panies can take up) an area of country,
tnt it out to [lie last stick, and then come
Io the pal ernal Govern ment, wvhatever
side in polihies happens to be in plower,
and use tlie few settlers who may be on

atm eoun try as a conclusive argunment why
I he tinmber railways should be purchased
or additlion al railways should he built.
'[lhot is the unfortunate feature of tie
proposition. and I say again I regrect that
Alillars' Timber and Trading Company
are placd to-day in time happy position
of being able to 'demand almost'any price
for the 20,000 acres of freehold that they
hold. With all our power. Nvdlh all our
might in this Chamber, we seem to be ab-
sol utely incapable-

Hon. Frank Wilson: We bought all
Demnmark, you know.

Mr. O*LOOHLEN: Yes: but what did
thre Liberal Government pay for tire rail-
way?

Ilon. Franik Wilson: We bought Den-
mark arid the railway together.

Mr. Bolton: You paid £00,000 for the
railway and land.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Fifty thousand
pounds for a streak of rust running over
about 30 miles! What is the state of
Denmiark to-day? The lion, gentleman
will not invest in Denmark any of the
none 'vlie has been shrewd en~ough to

secure, because lie knows the time is too
tlng to wvait for a return.

Hon, Frank Wilson: You asked why
we did not buy the freehold wvith the
Denmark railway. We took over the
freehold with the railway; and that is
what we recommended the Government
to do in this case.

Afr. O'LOCIHLEN: Millars' were able
to get their own price for Denmark.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Oh rio 1
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: They will be able

to get their own price for Karridale, I
am afraid; and I also fear they wvili be
able to get their own price for Jarrah-
dale in the near future. 1 regret that
we are in this unfortunate position of
having- to yield to a powerful company
w'ho happen to be possessed of freehold
property. I. know a good deal of that
freehold prop~erty is very good land-
some of the very best in the State: but
a good deal of ii is worthless from an
agricultral or intense-culture poinit of
view. The qiuestioin arises now wvhether
the Governiment are not going to be called
upon, after expending- £73,000 on this
line to link tip with the Margaret River,
again to expend another £30,000 in order
to acquire the freehold land abutting onl
Mfillars' abandoned line, because, unless
that laud is acquired, ,the line running to
Flinders Bay will never pay axle-grease.
That is the position. If Millars are going
to hold that country which is theirs by
every legal right, and if they are no t
prepared to Jpart with it except at aii
exorbitant figure. the position remains
that settlemient ca nnot go ahead, and the
land cannot be acquired or occupied by'
enterprising peop)le. and as a result there
must he a loss. Should we encourage
that loss, if it is possible to avoid it? I

761



762 [ASSEMBLY.]

feel that I will )lave to conclude my re-
marks without getting the necessary in-
formation from the Minister. .1 would
like to refer to the statements made by
the leader of the Opposition about Bus-
sditoii having been kept back for so many
years by past Governments. I admit that
thle outporls of the State have not re-
cived that generous measure of recog-ni-
tion which they are entitled to, b)It wvithi
regard to Busselton, I think it is very
much owing to the inhabitants of the town
themaselves. They are not as progressive
as people in other places. Although the
Minister for Works and the leader oh? the
Opposition referred to the unlimited
possibilities of this country, , the number
of people there and thle increase in pro-
duct ion, mid all the good things that are
going to follow onl the construction of
this line-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! Thle lion.
member has referred to the characteristics
of the people of Bussellon. They have
nothing to do with the question before
the House.

Mr. O'tLOOHLEN: T am entitled, I
think, to reply to the leader of thie Oppo-
sition.

Mr. SPEAKER: In thle further dis-
eussion sonic other lion, member may veonl-
side; lie. too, is entitled to reply. The
lion. member must discuss the Bill.

Mr. O'LOGHtEN: I will conclude by
saving that, while I have no desire to
opI)ose this railway in thle South-West,
or railways in any other part of the
State. niembers are entitled to anl expla-
nation by- thle Minister as to wvhv this
particular line takes thle route which is
shown onl the mapl. T have only one
Govern mentI railway through my dis-
trict, although there are others thiere
owned by private enterprise.

1-Ton. Frank Wilson : And which you
condemn.

Mfr. O'rLOOHrEN: I, do not think T
do. Any one looking at the nil and
seeing the contour of the- proposed rail-
way will be inclined to ask why' aii ex-
planation of that route has not been given.
We have a certain destination for the
railway; it is 37 miles in length, and it
could reach that destination in 10 miles

less by a different route. I venture to
say that tile country which would be
tapped is nearly as good as that abutting
onl thle coast. There is poor land amongst
it. Thle railway, according to the map),
appears to he going to Adelaide to get
to Fremantle, so to speak. We find it
hugging thle coast for 15 or 16 miles
when the line should be going inland.

M~ r. Elliott: Do you know the coun-
try ?

Mr. O'LOGHLjEN: Yes.

Mr. Elliott: You know why it is going-
along- this route; it is because the other
is rough country.

.1r. O'LOGHLEN: Ani injustice, as it
appears to Ine. is the fact that the road
willI be a mile or a mile and a half witin
the railway, and it is one of the best
roads iii Western Australia along wivch
the settlers call carry their produce. I
wvant to know why the engineers hanve
recommended that the line should rn
parallel with the road. I do not suppose
I am likely* to bring about an alterationi
of? thle route. but I hope ( hat the li ne.
when constructed, will come up to ex-
pectations, and thail the people who will
be served will be able to show what the
land t hey are settled onl is capable of
producing. I. regret to qay' that there is
a good dleal Of Poor' land there, as there
is thlroughiout the South-West. Sonme
of it is fit for intense culture, but the
figures quoted by tile Mlinister for Works
as to the large area of third class land,
w hich is suitable for pastoral puIrIposes,
causes onle misgivings, because we know
that the bulk of the South-West will
carry very, little in that direction owing
to tilie p~overt y of the soil and the poison
wveed which grows onl it. It is iinpossib~le
almost to run cattle onl the native vege-
t ation there, and consequently settlers
arec handicapped in that direct ion. I
hope before thle Minister allows the Bill
to go through hie will explain the peculiar
kink which we see onl the miap, and that
hie will tell us how far hie has proceeded
with thle negotiations without wvhich this
line is not going to he thle favourable
proposition some mnemblers think it is
likely to prove.



(30 JuLY, 1914.] 6

[The Deputy Speaker (3Mr. MeJ~owaUl)
took the Chair.]

Mr. LANI)EI (East Perth) [.9.52]: I
congratulate the Government on tile in-
trod uction of this Bill, and the route
which ha been chosen. It will serve the
country where there are some of the old-
est pioneers of the State.

Mr. 0'Loghblen : It is the newest ones
I am thinking of.

Mr. LANDER: I am thinking of themi
too, but I am also thinking of those who
blazed the track in the earl' days, They)
are to be considered more than the set-
tlers of to-day who do not appear to
be able to do anything unless they are
spo0In fed. At the present time we have
practicallyr a. land hunger 'in Western
Australia, and when the wheat areas arc
exhauisted we shall find this district wvili
he in great demand. Any one who lia-i
been t here, and seen (lie products (of the
soil, must admit that the land is suitable
for closer settlement. [. hope tiiis rail-
way will. be the forerunner or mny-
others. in fihe Sou1th-West. What wve
want to do is to drop ceilralisatioii. it
is rotten in the other States, and it will
be rotten in this State if we do not fight
&wainst it. I hope the leader of the

Opposition will he broad-m-inded enough
to support all thiese proposed railways.
and the Esperanee railway' as well. TI-
mnediately thle line, which" is tile Snbjeet
or the Bill before us now. is c:onslruced
and the land in that paift of the State
thrown open for seection, it will proxft
the political funeral of the leader of the
Opposition, because we shall have downi
there a lot of broad minded settlers who
will vote for democrats, and supI)ort the
consirnetion of lines all over Western
Australia. The Minister for Works gave
us the reason for the kink in the r oute
which has been referred to. Ho said
it was miade to serve the people who are
settled near Cape Naturaliste. The, con-
tour of the railway is consistent with
that of others. Tn regard to thle road in
that district I think that instead of
spending £30,000 on its construction, it
would hare been very much better to
have built a railway which would have

become a payving proposition. TPie re-
turnis from ( lie cultivated areas in those
parts are satisfactory' , but the reason
peiople have left there and gone to th2
wvheat lands is, well known. In these
wheat lands they airc able to get a quicker
return. Now that the dryv areas are
being taken up we will be compelled to
t hrow open the land in the South-West
to g-ive the people a chance there. I have
much pleasuire in supporting the line, and
I hope it will not be the only one to be
eonstructed in that portion of the State.

Hon. W.1 C. AUNGWVIN (Honorary
iMinister) [8.56] : 1 vis~ited this district
for the first time somec 10 or 11. years ag,-0
and it struck me then that the Govern-
ment had made a mistake in construct-
ing the road which has been referred to
to-night. A railway line. I consider,
ought to have been built in order to gi1ve
the people of the State an ojpportnnity
at a low cost to yisit the eaves which
exist in the South-West. I agree with
[be member for Forrest (Mr. O'Loghlen)
that very few of our people have had the
opportunity of seeing those eaves, and
the r-enson to a great extent has been the
cost which is involved, The ime has ar-
rived when better means, of eornunica-
tion to this district ought to be provided
to enable our owvn people to see the beau-
ties which exist there, and] there is no doubt
thai with the construction of the Trans-
Australian railwa y, which will muean that
Fremantle will be the first anti last port
of call for the mail steamers, people dis-
embarking- there will avail themselves of
ltne opportunity' to visit the caves, and
that will prove a fine advertisement for
Western Ausztralia. It is surprising to
me that mioic people do not visit the
South-Western eaves. An 'y person who
can afford the time wvill be well rewardied
by the beautifullsgt to be Seen there.
In regard to the railway if any person
follows the coast line on the map, no
othier conclusion can be come to but that
the route as suggested is going in the
ri xht direction. Some of the residents
around Cape Naturaliste w'ill be a con-
siderable distance from the railway, and
it is necessary in building railway'Is that
they sh~uld be made to serve, as near a§
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possible, the people who are settled in the
district, It is true that thle Mlinister re-
ferred to the fact that there wvere only
22,500 acres of third class land. We know
that of first-class land in the South-West
100 acres is sulflcient for any manl. The
time is not far distant when we will be
able to bring our thousands of farmers
from the Old Country and settle them
in thle South-West. Indeed, we have suffi-
cient land down there to settle the whole
population of Great Britain and still
have plenty of room for further settle-
men t.

Mr. O'Loghlen : Whom would you
fetch in after you had the whole popui-
lation of Great BritainT

I-on. W. C. ANTGWTN (Honorar 'y
Minister) ;I am happy to think that we
are building up Western Australia with
the best of the people from Great Britain
and that we have plenty of room for them
down there on a soil to which they are
accustomed, and which they can farm in
a proper mainer, I hope all 'West Aus-
tralians will realise that it is their duty
to see that that part of the country be-
comes populous. T am confident there
will he no objection to the railway, and
therefore it is unnccssar-y that I should
take uip more time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BITjlrCOPTESLOE MUNICIPAL
RAT ES VALIDATIONT.

Second Reading.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary
Mfinister-North-East Fremantle) [9.2]
in moving the second reading said:, This
is a small Bill of a character not uncomi-
mon in the House. It is to reel ify a
slight error wvhich was made in regard to
the signing of the rate-hook.

M.Nr. Underwood: Who made the error?
Hon. W. C. AINOWIN (Honorary

Minister): The mayor.
M~r. Bolton: Who was thle mayor?
Hon. W. C. AUNOWIN (Honlorarly

Minister) : T cannot say. The error
was made in 1911 , and] 1 cannot
say who wa's mayor iii that year.

When the rate-book is completed, it is
necessary that the mayor should initial
every page and then sign a memorandum
stating the rates levied in regard to pro-
perty in tlhe district. This the mayor
failed to do. Thle necessity for perform-
ing this duty Shouild have been brought
unider his notice by thle municipal officers;
and it was through their failure to (10

so the mlay' or omitted to carry out the
provisions of the Municipalities Act.
rrhe mistake was discovered, and while
somie ratepayers, realising that it was
onl 'y a techinical error, willingly paid their
rates , others refused to do so, and there-
fore it becomes necessary that a Bill
should be piut through validating thle rate
stick. Through this omission onl the
part of the mnay*or to sign the rate-book?
tile mnicipality has had some difficulty'
in collecting its revenue. rrhe Bill will
relieve that situation. This was thie only
error made by the mayor, and I hope
members will pass thle Bill and validate
the action of the local authority in strik-
ing the rate. I move-

rrbat Fte Bll be irow read a second

tunie.

Mr. MeLEOD (Kalgoorlie) [9.51:F
have no reason for opposing the Bill) but
it seems, to ruei that what the Minister
has been pleased to termn a slight error
is rather a serious neglect of duty onl the
part of the mayor, a neglect for which-
the Milunicipalities Act provides a sb
stantiat penalty. From informationi
galiered I ami prety confident that the
geullenian responsible for this omnission.
or sonic other omissions that have occur-
red," is one who for a number of years,
has occupied the post of p~ermnent head
of tlec department which has the adminip-
trahion of t(lie Municipal Corporations
Act. One would naturally expect a gentle-
mani occupy' ing that position to be aware
of the provisions of the Act. The Act
provides a penalty for those who neglect
their 'duty' in this connection, and onl
assuing. office the miay'or and the meni-
hors of the mniciipal Council are required
to take an oath, or make an affirimation
that tiley' will faithfully dischargze the
duties of their respeetive offies. In the
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ease in point the mayor did not discharge
the duty which lie undertook to perform,
andl the Act provides that for any such
neglect in regard to which no specific
penalty is prescribed a fine of not more
than £:20 shall he imposed. 1 understand
this Ineglect in connection with the ad-
ministration of the affairs of the Cottes-
Joe municipality took place during AP r.
F. D. North's termi of office as mayor.

Mr. Wisdom: No, .1 was ma vor part of
the time.

Mr. MeILEOD: Itf my information is;
not correct, it must have been during the
timte the miember for Claremont was
mayor.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Does it matter
wvho was mayvor at the timie?

Mr. MLOD: I,'l was pointing ont that
what the H-onorary Minister spoke of as
a slirrht error is much more serious,

lion. Frank Wilson: Are Yonu opposing"
thle Bill?

Yr. IIsEOD: No, but 1 am pointinkg
out the seriousness of the omnission, which
must necessarily be serious if it requires
an Act of Parliament Jo rectify it. Er-
rors of this sort in municipal admninis-
tration are likely to have serious effect,,
and those responsible for themn should he
made to face the circumistances they
thiemselves have created, and answer to
the public for having failed to carry out
their duties.

Mr. TAYLOR (Moun t Margaret) (9 -l0]'
The hon. member seems to look uopon
the Bill as something quite new. Since
I have been in the House we have had
I think at least one of this character
every session, and not infrequently two,
brought in to legalise something done
by a local authority, generally something
in; the form of rates collected not strictly
in accordance with the Act. I think
that invariably these rates are collected
in good faith and paid in good faith.
Then, when this sort of thing has been
going on for a year or two, and the
money collected has been expecnded in
providing facilities for the ratepayers,
someone who would be looked upon as
belonging to the clever division has
realised that the rates were not being
collected strictly in accordance with the

Act, and has objected to paying, and
in consequence we have had measures
of this character brought before Par-
liamenit and passed, in order that the
collection of the rates might be legalised.
I am always opposed to restrospective
legislation of any character, bescautse it
is generally bad legislation ; but uinder
circtunstances such as those before us
there is no escape from it, because the
rates have been collected and the money
expended in good faith. Therefore it
is eneumbent upon the Legislature to
pass Bills of this character. It is not
the first of the sort by a dozen which
we have had since I have been in the
Chamber, and I expect it will not be the
last. I support the second reading.

Mr. WVISDOM (Claremont) (I9' 14]:- It
is not an uncommon thing for measures
of this sort to be brought up to rectify
some little omrission made in connection
with the Municipalities Act. That Act
contains a great number of formalities
which have to be observed, either by
the mayor or by the council, who in
turn have to rely on their officers to
bring those matters before them in
order that the duties may be discharged.
It is not unusual for little things like
this which lead to illegality to be omitted
at times. In Cottesloe the rate book
has not been initialled as required, with
the result that the rates at present struck
and owing cannot be legally collected.
The Cottesloe Council are in. a bad way
financially principally on account of the
large amount of rates outstanding. and
they are not in a position to legally
collect one penny of these rates on
account of the omission. It is all vary
well for the lion. member for Kalgoorlie
(Mr. McLeod) to insist that the letter
of the law should be carried out, but
he should remember that the mayor
and councillors are not paid for thie
very responsible and onerous duties
they have to perform.

Mr. Underwood:. They get their
whisky cheap.

Mr. WISDOM: If they make little
omissions through no fault of their own
and in pe rfect good faith, the least
the Legislature can do is to put the
matter right.
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Mr. Me-ILeod: Do not you think the
matter is as serious as it could be ?

Mr. WISDOM.: Yes, for the council,
because they are unable to legally
collect the rates. If we are going to
exact the pound of flesh from these
honorary public servants, no responsible
persoun w'ilI accept these positions. When
the lion. member for Kalgoorlie is
sniffing for the blood of mayors and
municipalities, hie mnight remember that
he is only proposing to fine the munici-
pality and not the mayor personally.

Mr. Taylor:- He is making another
blow at the ratepayers.

Mr. WISDOM: An omission has been
made, and I personally was responsible
for it in the first year it occurred.

Mr. Taylor: You set a bad example.
Mr. WISDOM : The large amount

of rates outstanding cannot be legally
collected until the omtission is rectified
by Parliament. I hope the precedent
of v'alidating little errors of this kind
will be followed in this case ;there is
every reason why it should be.

Hon. W. C. ANCWIN (Honorary
Minister-East Fremantie-in reply)
[9 - 19):- A number of the errors with
regard to rate books might be attributed
to the period of the year at which the
local authorities have to do this work.
The rate books have to be written up
and the rates struck in December, and
owing to the festive season and the
approach of holidays, there is a. possi-
bility of some matters being overlooked.
Many local authorities have been occupied
until Christmas E ve in completing their
rate books to comply with the M1unici-
palities Act. I hope the time is not
far distant when we will be able to pro-
vide that the financial year for local
governing bodies shall accord with that
of the State and close on the 30th June.

Mr. Wisdom; : Do you infer that T
was in a festive mood when I made
thle omission?

Hon. W. C. ANC2WIN (Honorary
Minister) : No, hut perhaps the hion.
member was looking forward to the
festive season. I would point out that
the municipality is not liable for any-
thing left undone, but the individual.

Hon. Frank Wilson: The Town Clerk.

Hon. W. C. AINGNAWIN (Honorary
Minister): I am not sure that under
thle Municipalities Act the mayor would
not be liable if hie got into the chair
on the wrong side.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Make him
liable, anyhow.

Hon. WV. C. ANGWLN (Honorary
Minister) : As regards mnunicipalities,
there was doubtless no intention of
imposing a penalty for such an omussion.
On many occasions the omission has
been made. If it had been detected
it could have been rectified in a very
little time, as tile mayor could have
used his stamp instead of signing his
name, and if lie had passed the stamp
on to someone else, the ratepayers would
have bean none the wiser. The Cottesl
Council recognise the position, and
I hope the Bill will be passed.

Question put and passed.
Bill reed a second time.

ITn Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopited.

BILL--OSBORNE PARK TRAM WAYS
PURCHASE.

Second Reading.
Thle MINISTER FOR MlINES (Hon.

P. Collier--Boulder) [9- 2R1 iii moving
the second reading, said:- The purpose
of this Bill is to secure the ratification
by Parliament of anl agreement Made
by the Government and the company
known as the Town Properties Limited
of Western Australia for the purchase
of the Osborne Park trains. The Bil
reqoires vcry little explanation, as
there is really only one point involved,'
and that is as to whether the Govern-
ment will be paying value for the purchase
of this property. I say there is only
one point, because Parliament has already
approved of the nationalisation of our
tramwamy system, in that it has author-
ised the purchase of the Perth City trains,
the Victoria Park trains and also
the Nedlands trains. The Osborne Park
tramnways represent the only portion
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of the metropolitan tramway system
not now owned by the Government,
and it will be admitted that, provided the
Government are able to obtain this section
on reasonable terms, it is desirable
that the -whole of the system of the
metropolitan area should be owned by
the Government. There has been a
persistent demand by the residents
served by thle Osborne Park tramns for
the purchase by thle Government. They
hove been owned by a company who
have been occupied more in trading in
lands than in operating thle tramway.
The tramway has been only incidental to
the land side of their business tran-
sactions. Some 12 or 18 months ago,
the residents of the district requested
the Government to extend the systemn
on towards the North Beach, the company
having already declined to make any ex-
tension. Of course thle request could
not be entertained, because it would be
highly undesirable that the Government
should have a systemn operating at this
end, with a short section of about 14
miles of the company's lines adjoining,
and be controlling a section at thle other
end. The consequence is that a con-
siderable portion of thle district is and
will be hampered in its development
because of the need for tramway ex-
tension to provide the necessary facilities.
The purchase of this Ahort section will
do away with the last item of private
ownership so far as the metropolitan
traniway system is concerned. It will
open up an opportunity for extension
to the North Beach, which has been
demanded for a considerable time, and
will make available to the large popu-
lation of Perth a holiday resort within
a few miles of the City. This can be
done much more cheaply and to better
advantage by the extension of the
trains than by providing a railway
service.

Hon. Frank Wilson': Have you
the agreement with you ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES : I
will explain it. There is really no
agreement ; there is an offer to purchase
the tramns at the price set down, subject
to the approval of Parliament.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- What are you
getting with the line 1

The MiNISTER FOR MINES:- I
will, tell the hon. member directly.
Before coming to that, I wish to point
ont the advantages of this purchase
by the Government. There is no doubt
that at the present time, but much
more so in the future,it will be a profitable
undertaking for the Government.

Mr. George: It is all right, to have
it if the price is right.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : Thle
lands owned by the company comprise
some 7,600 acres and of that they have
sold 4,600 acres, leaving a balance of
3,000 acres yet to sell. The district
has been hampered in settlement largely
because of the want of a water supply.
This difficulty will shortly be overcome,
because a Government reservoir on Mt.
Hawthorne is nearing completion, for
which the future requirements of the
whole of the district will be served. There
is under cultivation something like 600
or '700 acres, and last year the pirodnc.
tion of the district was equal to a value
of £63,806. It is frorn this district that
we draw practically the whole of our
milk supply for the metropolitan area.
There are 16 dairies with 700 head of
cattlo in thle district. Fifty-five new
buildings were erected last year, repre-
senting a capital value of £7,000, and the
population is approximately 1,500,
an increase of about 500 on that
of the previous year. So that having
in nind the fertile nature of the soil,
and knowing what it is capable of pro.
ducing, I would strongly recommend the
lhon, muember, 'who has never seen it,
to pay a visit to the district. I canl
say it was a surprise to mue when, I went
through it some little time ago, to oh.
serve what that district was capable
of producing. The tramway system was
opened up by the company in 1903.
They ran from the Government Road
Terminus at thle Leederville boundary,
near the Osborne Park hotel, a length
of 2 miles 28 chains, slightly over one
mile through the North Perth munici.
pality, and the balance through thle
Perth Roads Board district. The sys-
tern was valued by thle Engineer for
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Existing Lines (Mr. Light) towards the
close of last year, and this is the text
of his report. I have already stated
that the line was two miles, and 28
chains in length, and the engineer
says that it consists of 801b. rails in fair
order, and that the sleepers are in fair
condition.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What lie have
the rails got ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
The engineer estimated the life of the
track at 15 years and he based his valua-
tion on that. The -value of the track,
new, would be £7,268, and taking the life
at 15 years thle depreciation would be
£2,420. The relaying and blue metalling
would cost £80, making the present
value £4,728. The cost of overhead
equipment is not included in this valua-
tion, but with the overhead equipment
the total value4 is estimated at £5,447,
or £1,247 more than the actual proposed
purchase price. I may also remark
that that is a very conservative estimate.
I knew that from the inquiries I have
made of the officers who have valued
it. So that, if we may rely upon thle
estimate made by the engineer, we are
securing a property at practically one.
fourth less than its actual value. I
think hon. inenibers will be prepared
to admit, in view of that fact, that it is
a very fair bargain so far as the Govern-
ment are concerned. I may also state
that'a11 those concerned, so far as I have
been able to ascertain, are quite willing
for the purchase. No objection is raised
either by the residents or by the local
bodies concerned, In fact, I believe
I am correct in saying the Perth Roads
Board have carried a resolution in
favour of the purchase. In any case
the agreement to p~urchase was made as
far back as March last and no protest
or objection has been raised from- any
of those concerned.

Air. George: Do any cars go with it ?
The MINISTER FRn MINES:

There is only one car ;there is practic.
ally no rolling stock.

AI. George: Are there any buildings ?
The MINISTER FOR MINES:;

There is onk onle shbed, wh'lich is worth
a very small sum The system was

operated by the Perth Tramway Com-
pany and has been operated of late by
the Govermonent tramway service, since
we ]lave taken it over. There is no
power house or equipment of any kind,
and it has been operated by our own
tramway system, following on the
arrangements which formerly existed be-
tween the Perth Tramway Company and
that systemn. The local bodies, ap-
parently, are quite willing to give up any
rights they may possess. Of course
the agreement under whlich the companies
obtained the sanction of Parliament to
lay down the trains provided that after
30 years they might be purchased by
the local body at a valuation, or that
after 35 years the company might hand
thle track over to the local body. So
that really they have 10 years yet to
rwi before it would be possible for the
local bodies to obtain possession of the
system. These have no objection to
the proposed purchase. Their rights are
conserved in thle Hill and we will continue
to pay to the local bodies concerned the
three per cent. that they have hitherto
obtained from the company. This is
provided in Clause 5 of the Bill. I do
not know that there is very much more
I can say in support of the purchase.
The whole point merely hinges on the
value of the property. In that respect
we can only have regard to the opinions
of the expert officers wile hav'e valued
the systeml.

Mr. George: Who gave the report ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
Mr. Light, thle Chief Engineer for Ex-
isting Lines. As a matter of fact, it
was his report that I have just read,
showing that he values the system to-
day at £1,250 mere than the price that
it is proposed to pay for it. Having
regard to all the circumstances, the
fact that we can obtain the property
at less than its actual value, and further
that it is very essential that it should be
made a part of the Government tramway
system, in order that extensions mlay
be made in the future, and that the
development of the district may not
in any way be hampered, I think we
are justified in making the purchase.
At anly rate, it has since March last
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been held up pending the approval of
Parliament, and the owners of the system
are quite prepared to take the purchase
money either in cash or in Government
debentures, if so desired, at four per
cent. Having regard to these facts I
commend the Bill to the favourable con-
sideration of the House. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
timne.
31r. GEORGE (Murray- Wellington)

[9,38): I do not think there can be any
objection raised to this particular pur-
chase. I am glad to hear from the
Minister that this is the last of the
tramway systems around Perth to be
made a part of the Government system.
There is one thing that it will do, and
that is it will extinguish a lot of the
trouble that might arise in years to come
owing to the manner in which some of
the agreements were drawn up, very
loosely I may say, as some of them were.
But it is no use harping upon the past.
I think the Government have taken
a very wise step and they seem to be
satisfied that the price is a reasonable
one. From the report of Mr. Light
I think we are justified in believing this
to be the ease.

Mir. GILL (Leederville) [9-40]: 1
would just like to say a word in con-
firmation of the statements made by the
Minister. There is no doubt that it
is desirable that the Government should
take over this tramway, so that they
would be in a position, when extensions
are required, to make them where they
are necessary. Undoubtedly the time
has arisen in that district, the Osborne
Park district, when extensions are neces-
sary, and I feel confident that, in the
opinion of the people of the State and of
members ofti ouse any further
extensions made should be carried out by
the Government. That being the case,
it is necessary to take over the tramway,
such as it is- It has not been what
we might term an up-to-date tramway
by any mneans. When the Government
take it over it will give thorn an oppor-
tunity of carrying out extensions into
the Osborne Park district where neees-
sary. The Minister has told the House
that the population of the Osborne

Park district, I am not referring to the
northern portion of the district, was a
very large one. The tramway will serve
1,500 peopl6 alone. I dare say that
hon. members had no idea that there
was such a large population so close to
Perth.

Mr. Under-wood: One would judge
that there must be at least 5,000 people
there.

Mr. GILL: There are some very good
democrats out there who appreciate
those who are working for them in the
cause of democracy, and I am glad at
times, to have evidence of their apprecia-
tion. It is a valuable portion of the
estate and the swamp lands that we have
there are undoubtedly producing a great
amount of vegetables, not only for Perth,
but also for the country districts. It
is cut up into very small areas.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- They are surely
not going to carry vegetables on the
trains.

Mr. GILL:- No, but they will assit
the population that is cultivating them.
Of course there will be some settlement
in addition to those who are gardening
on the swamp laud. There is plenty of
available room for a large population
there. Immediately they have the tram-
way facilities there is no doubt that the
population will extend in that direction,
because there will then be an oppor-
tunity of getting something larger than
mere pocket-handkerchief blocks, sueh
as we have in the city. The people will
appreciate having a little space around
their dwellings, and will avail them-
selves of the opportunity of securing
this immediately they have tramway
facilities given to them. There are over
700 assessments in that district now.
The company held some 3,000 acres,
which are undisposed of and which are
available now at a reasonable price.
There is ample opportunity, even in
that area, for a large population to settle.
As pointed out by the Minister, other
extensions are required, and will be de-
manded before very long, One of these
is the extension Of the tramway system
to the beach, which is one of the fittest
beaches on our coast.
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Mr. George: What distance from
Perth?

Mr. GILL : Xhis about five miles from
the City to the beach.

Mr. Underwood: Could you not take
the tramway out from the Maylands;
station

Mr. GILL: We could get the tram.
way run from Curtis-street, connecting
with the other. TF le line will be avail-
able not only for the people in the City
but in the suburbs as well. An exten-
sion in that direction will be required,
anid when it is brought about the Govern.
mient are the right people to carry it
into effect. The purchase of this system
will enable them to do this. I am con-
fident that the pice is a satisfactory
one. I am only surprised at the figures.
I thought the Government would have
had to pay more.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is quite
sufficient. The rails are pretty well
worn.

Mr. GILL : They are not so much
worn as they are around the City. The
,traffic on that tramway is nothing like
what it is in the City.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are you not
bound to have a certain number of cars

The M~inister for Mines: No.
Hon. Frank Wilson: I thought the

land was sold uider such a condition.
The Minister for Mines: They are

making it available.
Mr. GILL: I was just pointing out

that I hope that when the Government
take this over, and I am confident that
the House will approve, they will not
do as they have been doing since they
took over the tramway service in the
City, that is continue the previous
arrangement. For the last 12 months,
at any rate, I have been hamnmering at
the door of the agents for this company
in connection with the service out there.
The people of Osborne Park have also
been hammering away at them to try
and get some extension of the service,
but the company would not move as
they were negotiating with the Govern-
ment. They said that for this reason
they would not give any further facilities
for the people to come from and go to
Osborne Park, and that while these

negotiations were pending they felt they
would not be justified in doing anything.
But the system at the present time is on.
doubtedtly inaidequate in every respect.
I hope that the Government will give
some little consideration to the matter
before the new power house is estab-
lislhed, because if the people have to
wait until that time it means that they
will have to suiffer for several months
longer the groat hardships with which
they have had to contend during the
last 12 months in particular. Pre-
viously to that time, there is no shadow
of doubt, the service was sufficient;
but during the last 18 months the popu-
lation. has increased so rapidly that
further traonway facilities are n-
doubtedly needed. Therefore, I hope
the Government will grant them at the
earliest possible moment. I will not
take up the time of the House any longer.
I am confident members will give the
Bill their support, and I also feel confident
that in the near future the line will prove
a paying proposition.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret) [9 -46]:
Whilst, I am indeed pleased that the
Government brought down this measure,
I. wish to express the hlope that they
will link up the whole of the metropolitan
area with the tramway service owned
by the State. In introducing the Bill,
the Minister did not point out exactly
the conditions under which the com-
pany had been operating. I know
full wvell that the land taken up-I
have this from the settlers-was taken
up under the condition that the settlers
would get a certain tram service, certain
tramway facilities, at a certain price.
I know further that at the luncheon
in connection with the last Agricultural
Show held at Osborne Park, the repre-
sentative of the town blocks company,
in the person of Mr. Duffy, in replying
to the toast of the company or the
district, stated that the company had
then decided that they would need
to increase the fares. I know that
that statement has been taken very
badly by the people, and that since
the Government have been negotiating
and have taken over the running of
this system in conj unction with the
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metropolitan tramw.ay system, ' or since
the Government have been continuing
that system in the same form as the
tramway company operatmed it prior
to the purchase by the Government
of the Perth tramways, there has been
a lot of dissension onl the subject with
the people of Osborne Park. The fares
have been increased, increased so much
that it pays young people going into
business in the City to walk instead
of riding on the Osborne Park section.
This means that they walk unttil they
reach the section owned by the Govecrn-
ment, at Leederville. Some young
people, I know, walk pretty well half
the distance, one mile, because of
the increased fares. Now, the settlers
at Osborne. Park took up their land
under the condition that they would
be furnished with a certain tram service
at a certain price. The Government
have now taken over that tramway,
and thle Minister for Works, not in his
second reading speech, but by way of
interjection, informed the House that
the people were forfeiting all the rights
which they had held so far as tramway
facilities arc concerned. In other words,
if the Government purchase this line,
the Government will have a free hand
to charge -what fares they like on that
line. Of coarse, as a business proposi-
tion, the Government. are going to
charge such fares as will be in keeping
with what the people can pay, to keep
tile tramway a going concern. But
I. am afraid, from what I can gather,
that the existing charges press to
heavily upon thle people of Osborne
Perk. The fare may not be too high
for those -who ride the whole of the
journey, but for those who would use
the tram from say midway it is too
expensive. Young people comning in
cannot afford the increased fare. I
know of niumbers of them, girls and
young fellowvs coming into the City
to their business in the mornings, who
cannot afford to pay the fare of the
lull journey there and back, to thle
nearest point to their home onl the
Osborne Park line. They have to walk.
Anyone can imagine what trudging
along in the winter months means

[28)

under those conditions. It is objec-
tionable. It is not right that this should
be necessary.

Hon. Frank Wilson : No ; it is not
right. We will buy the tram line, aind
then it will be right.

Mr. TAYLOR: To satisfy the Govern-
ment, the people have said, "We will
forego certain rights which we have
under the existing conditions." The
Minister has said, by way of inter-
jection, that the people have decided
upon that. From what the people
themselves have said, I am not certain
that they have decided upon that.
I am not thle representative of those
people.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Ohl, it does
not matter. They will have recourse
against thle company just the same.

Mr. TAYLOR: I have been at Osborne
Park many times, and I h ave foulnd those
people a fine community No one can
go to Osborne Park to a sports meeting
or to an agricuititral show without
being struck by the wonderful progress
that is being made in the district, or
without observing what a fine community
of people they are-a community always
desirous of helping itself. Most of the
public improvements, at Osborne Park
have bcan done by the people without
very much aid from the Government.
They have cleared their show ground
and built their stands and stalls themn.
selves, and worked hard to accomplish
it. They carried it out as a co-operative
concern. I hope, therefore, that the
Government will see their way clear,
when they do purchase this line, to
regulate the fares so that they will be
suitable to the requirements of the
district and of the people.

Hon. Fr-ank Wilson: You will see
to that, as their new member.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

House odjonrned as 9-52 p.-m.
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